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SDWF Annual Commemerative Gun Giveaway

Void where prohibited by law. Your presence or contribution not necessary to win. SDWF reserves the right to offer a cash settlement in lieu of the shotgun.

SDWF, P.O. Box 7075, Pierre, SD 57501 • 605-224-7524

Your chance to 
win a Golden Boy 
Henry .22 rifle.

$10 each

 Win a replica of history, the Henry rifle won the west. The Golden Boy is 
a .22 rifle that features an American walnut stock, a gleaming brassline receiver, 
a brass buttplate, sporting sights and a 20-inch octagon barrel. 

Name ______________________

___________________________

Address ____________________

___________________________

City, State, Zip ______________

___________________________

Area Code + Phone ___________

___________________________  

Your chance to 
win a Savage .17 
Caliber rifle
Model # 93r17fxp

Buy a chance to buy one of the hottest new calibers to plink with, Synthetic Stock, 3-9 X 40 scope 
mounted and boresighted, 5 round clip.  Drawing at the 64th Annual Convention in August 09.

By Bill Antonides
Copyright February 2009 

By the time you read this the 2009 legislative session 
will be over, or nearly so. One of the problems with 
a monthly publication is that it is exceedingly dif-
ficult to put out timely legislative updates. Frankly, 
even a daily newspaper couldn’t keep up with it. 
Last month, mechanical problems at the printers put 
us even further behind. This is why we so strongly 
urge our members to sign up for the free SDWF daily 
legislative e-mail updates. Knowledge is power, but 
it has to be accurate and current.

Don’t believe for a minute that a bill is introduced, 
and then it either passes or is killed after long and 
careful deliberation. A bill can be transformed in 
a committee or on the House or Senate floor into 
something entirely different in a matter of minutes. 
What was good at 9 A.M. is bad 15 minutes later, 
and vice versa. The federation has people who watch 
these changes very closely and work hard to keep 
you informed. The addition or change of even one 
word can make or break legislation. 

The SDWF helped dozens of bills either make their 
way to the Governor’s desk, or die a well-deserved 
death. Each bill has a story too long to tell here, but 
we can reminisce on a few highlights to illustrate 
the complexity and spontaneity of the legislative 
process:

Several of us walked into a Senate subcommittee 
hearing to testify on a bill meant to increase non-
resident waterfowl licenses, among other things. We 
were very well-versed on the specific wording of 
the bill and knew the negative consequences if the 

legislation passed. As we walked through the door, 
we were handed a sheet of paper with instructions 
akin to “change line 2 to say blah, blah, blah; delete 
line 5; add the number 1500 to line 10…” We were 
led to believe the changes were to make the bill more 
palatable to opponents. Of course, without time to 
fully assimilate the meaning of the amendments, 
testimony was not as strong or educated as it could 
have been. The bill passed through committee, al-
though with a much smaller margin than expected. 
After a thorough reading of the amended bill, it was 
determined that it was worse than the original. The 
Federation went to work and the bill died a rapid 
death on the Senate floor.

HB 1004, a bill to provide for the killing of moun-
tain lions under certain circumstances, was another 
example of a bill that underwent serious surgery. 
It was originally worded in such a way that moun-
tain lions had no real protection, and a person who 
killed one could keep the pelt as a reward. By the 
time it passed, the wording was the equivalent of 
current GF&P policy, regulations and procedure; 
people protecting themselves, pets or livestock in 
imminent danger from a cougar can kill it. We didn’t 
need this law because this is how it works anyway, 
but the proponents of the original bill can go home 
to their districts and claim victory, and our scalpels 
preserved the needed protection for non-problematic 
mountain lions.

HB 1053 was a good bill intended to delete an 
obsolete law which made it difficult for the GF&P 
to clean out evidence bins and storage lockers of 
unneeded items. We strongly supported the bill. 
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  Executive Director’s Update by Chris Hesla

There are 21-Gun Tickets 
and Buffalo Shoot Tickets 

printed in this paper.  
Perhaps you have a friend 

or relative you can  sell 
them to and help SDWF?

Two of the most important components of the 
SDWF mission are our Annual Conservation 
Camp for young adults which is scheduled for 
June 6 through June 14, 2009 at Camp Bob 
Marshall near Custer, SD. The Camp is open 
to all young adults in grades 9-12.
The other important component is SDWF’s 
lobbying efforts to protect our rights to hunt 
and fish in South Dakota. Lobbying is a very 
interesting job to say the least. There are times 
that you are the only one in the room to testify 
in favor of or against a certain topic and as in 
life, it is always easier to be on the popular side 
although being on the popular side does not 
guarantee victory in the political arena.
When you do enjoy a victory and you are on 
the winning side of an issue it is a very good 
feeling. SDWF has become a very strong 
political player in our state legislature. We 
have gained the trust and created a very good 
working relationship with a majority of the 
lawmakers. This has been accomplished in 
several ways. First and foremost, is my friend 

and fellow lobbyist David Nauman who has 
been SDWF’s lobbyist for nearly 25 years. 
Dave has continually provided accurate data, 
truthful testimony, demonstrated a willingness 
to listen to all opinions and worked toward an 
amicable ending for everyone. Secondly, I feel 
that the SDWF”s daily legislative update and 
e-mail alert has become a very important tool. 
SDWF is looking to expand the email list to 
all important conservation issues that come up 
during the year, whereas now it is only used 
during the legislative session.
There are 21-Gun Tickets and Buffalo Shoot 
Tickets printed in this paper. Perhaps you have 
a friend or relative you can sell them to and 
help SDWF?
THANK YOU for those of you who took the 
time to contact your legislator and/or by sup-
porting us financially through our raffles and 
memberships. A very special thanks to those 
that spent their time to come to Pierre for Camo 
Coalition Day. It really makes a tremendous 
difference talking and lobbying after our Camo 
Day at the legislature.

  President’s Column by Rieck Eske

Just a reminder
2009 SDWF State 

Convention will be 
held in Watertown 

on August 15-16.

THANK YOU AND GREAT JOB EVERYONE.  
This was one of the busiest legislative sessions 
that we have had in a few years.  We had great 
success in our email blitz.  Below are the bills 
that you help defeat.
HB1002—Provide for the transfer of certain 
monies from GFP to county road and bridge 
fund.  This Died and passed to the 41st day.
HB1003—Clarify the application of common 
law trespass and to provide for the recovery of 
damages. This Died in Committee.
HB1005—Require certain land acquisitions by 
GFP be conditioned upon legislative approval.  
This Died and passed to 41st day.
HB1170—Provide for legislative representation 
on the GFP Commission. This Died and passed 
to 41st day.

SB2—Revise the available number of certain 
nonresident waterfowl hunting licenses.  This 
bill died on Senate floor.
SB75—Allow dogs to be used in hunting 
of Mountain Lions. This bill died on Senate 
floor.
SB175—Set a maximum limit on certain license 
and permit fees that may be established by the 
GFP Commission.  This Died and passed to 
41st day.
This session is over or about to be over.  But 
let’s not let our guard down, 2010 is just around 
the corner.
Just a reminder---2009 SDWF State Convention 
will be held in Watertown on August 15-16.
Carry on the Tradition
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The SDWF helped doz-
ens of bills either make 
their way to the Gover-
nor’s desk, or die a well-
deserved death.

Legislative Notes & Opinions II . . . … Continued from page 1

An amendment was then added which turned the 
bill into a poacher’s dream. Once again, a desire 
to eliminate mountain lions entered the picture. 
Tagging requirements all but went out the window, 
not only for mountain lions, but for all big game. 
Instead of getting rid of an antiquated law, we had 
a new one that had a few people with itchy trigger 
fingers drooling. The 
amendments were later 
dropped, thanks to the 
efforts of concerned 
sportsmen and other 
conservationists, and 
the bill passed as origi-
nally written. 

There were at least four 
bills which would have 
impacted the GF&P’s 
ability to purchase land 
for public use. One was 
quite direct, but others 
tried to accomplish the 
goal by changing “mi-
nor” wording in exist-
ing law, or by shifting 
budget authority, or 
even by directing the 
department’s dollars 
elsewhere. All these 
bills were killed, but not without a fight. There 
seems to be a never-ending supply of legislators 
who think they should have absolute control over 
the dollars generated by sportsmen. SB 175, which 
would have done just that, never even made it out 
of committee. Sooner or later you would think they 
would learn sportsmen are not going to hand over 

their money without a fight. People came from all 
over the state to testify against legislative control 
of the GF&P budget, and they will keep doing so 
until the message gets across.

They also don’t seem to understand that land man-
aged specifically for wildlife is important to the 
majority of us. While all public land has value, 

those areas grazed to 
the bone year after year 
are not the sportsman’s 
paradise some believe 
them to be. The right 
of sportsmen to pur-
chase land through the 
GF&P, and the right of 
landowners to sell their 
land to whomever they 
wish has and will con-
tinue to be an annual 
fight. We can’t afford 
to lose even one battle. 
Thankfully, most leg-
islators do listen to 
thoughtful, reasonable 
dialog from their con-
stituents.

Conservationists really 
did have a very suc-

cessful year getting good legislation through and 
bad legislation stopped. We did it because enough 
people took the time to get involved and let their 
feelings be known. We can all breathe a sigh of 
relief, but don’t get too comfortable; the 2010 
legislative session is coming at us like a freight 
train.

A Mina man was sentenced to more than three years in 
federal prison and his wife to probation for their roles 
in arranging illegal hunts. Brent Barton, 47, previously 
pleaded guilty to felony conspiracy to violate state, 
tribal and federal wildlife regulations by hunting deer, 
pheasants, turkeys and grouse without proper licenses 
and transferring big game licenses during outfitted 
hunts. He was sentenced to 37 months in prison to be 
followed by three years’ supervised release. He must 
pay $12,582 in restitution and pay a $100 special as-
sessment. Barton will not be able to be an outdoor guide 
for three years after his release from prison. He was 
the majority owner of the outfitting business South Da-
kota Adventures based in Mina and Mobridge. Dawn 
Barton, 46, pleaded guilty to misdemeanor aiding and 
abetting several out-of-state hunters in unlawfully 
taking 48 pheasants from the Cheyenne River Indian 
Reservation. She was sentenced to two years’ proba-
tion. She must pay a $500 fine, make $432 in restitution 
and pay a $25 special assessment. It was alleged that 

Illegal hunt 
sends man to prison

between 2003 and 2006, illegal hunts on the Cheyenne 
River and Standing Rock reservations were arranged 
for at least 36 customers of South Dakota Adventures. 
Authorities said the Bartons persuaded state and tribal 
employees to falsify hunting license records. Four oth-
ers from the Dakotas were arrested in connection with 
hunts. Kirk and Frankie Johnson were accused of leas-
ing land to the Bartons and guiding some of the illegal 
hunts. Also charged were Connie Frailing, a license 
agent for the state and the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe, 
and Dan Haakenson, a tribal license administrator. 
Kirk Johnson was sentenced to 10 months in prison to 
be followed by a year of supervised release. He must 
pay a $500 fine and a $25 special assessment. Frankie 
Johnson was sentenced to a year’s probation and fined 
$500. She must pay a $25 special assessment. Dan 
Haakenson was sentenced to six months’ probation 
and fined $500. He must pay a $25 special assessment. 
Frailing’s case has not yet been resolved, according to 
court documents.
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By Charles Berry and Jon Jenks
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries Science
South Dakota State University
Brookings, South Dakota

Fish and wildlife science has been defined as both a 
body of knowledge and a process of investigation to 
gain knowledge about our fish and wildlife and their 
habitats.  The scientists sometimes find themselves on 
the “hot seat” when their 
findings suggest a change 
in regulations or policy.  
The old joke goes “Change 
is good, except when it 
affects current practices.”  
In this article we relate 
two stories about fish and 
wildlife science on the hot 
seat – in a court of law, and 
at public hearings.
The South Dakota Wildlife 
Federation is a member of 
the Coalition for the Public 
Understanding of Science, 
which is organizing a year-
long celebration of science 
to engage the public in sci-
ence and improve public 
understanding of science, 
about how science works, 
why it matters, and who 
scientists are.  This article is 
the second in Out-of-doors.  Last month we described 
public understanding of science and South Dakota’s 
program during the Year of Science to improve under-
standing of “how we know what we know.”
The “man in the street” often considers science as an 
activity of people in laboratories and whose discover-
ies make possible modern medicines and machines.  
However, fish and wildlife science is done by state 
agency biologists and scientists at our state universi-
ties.

What is science?  
Some define science as a body of knowledge; others 
as a process – a way of learning.  For this article, we 
combine both ideas and define science as “the body 
of knowledge obtained by methods based upon ob-
servation.”  
The words methods and observation are important.  
The word method suggests that scientists follow objec-
tive standard procedures when gathering observations.  
Fish and wildlife biologists follow written research 
protocols and standard methods so that their observa-
tions will be accurate and unbiased, and so others can 
evaluate the rigor of their study.  They better, because 
they might end up on the hot seat one day.
The word observation in our definition of science 
means that we must be able to observe a phenomenon 
– measure it.  Anything that is beyond our senses or 
the sensitivity of the machines we use to measure is 

outside of the bounds of science.  This point comes up 
in the evolution/creationism debates, but not in fish and 
wildlife science, where there usually ways to measure 
fish size, deer populations, human opinions, density of 
switch grass, and other features of the biota, natural 
habitat and human user groups.
One final step in the scientific process is to test the 
quality of the science.  This is done by subjecting the 
methods and results to the scrutiny of impartial experts 
in the same field. This step is called peer review.  Sci-
entists say that their works are “refereed.”  Impartial 
reviewers, especially anonymous ones, can be tough. 
But some science gets another, tougher, inspection - in 
the court of public opinion or in our law courts.

Changing the walleye regulations
The Game, Fish and Parks Commission meetings are 
usually quiet and poorly attended, except when land 
purchases and walleye regulations are discussed.  This 
quote from a 1993 article in Conservation Digest sets 
the scene.  “The crowd’s stunned silence gradually 
increased to a low rumble, then a loud roar.  To many 
in the room the unthinkable had just occurred.  The 
Commission had just voted to reduce the daily state-
wide walleye limit from six to four fish.”  The state 
fishery biologists were on the hot seat because their 
data showed that the walleye populations in several 
Missouri River reservoirs were in trouble.  “One year 
class away from bankruptcy” said Biologist Cliff 
Stone.
Stone and colleagues had followed sampling methods 
that they knew would provide accurate data, and then 
the statistics screamed “low fish population.”  The 

biologis ts 
p r o p o s e d 
new regu-
lations that 
might allow 
populations 
to  r ecov-
er.  Stone 
wrote, “we 
spent count-
less hours…
it was not an 
easy task.”  

In these days we hear the term “inconvenient truth,” 
and that is what the biologists had to take to the Com-
mission and to the public.  Their science was persua-
sive, but the bold reductions in walleye limits caused 
the public’s “low rumble, then a roar.”  However, the 
science was sound, and the biologists and their data 
withstood the heat of the hot seat.  
Part of the science process is stating a hypothesis and 
then gathering observations (data) to test the hypoth-
esis.  Simply stated, their hypothesis was “reduced 
limits and a 14-inch minimum size limit will lead 
to population recovery.”  The data after three years 

FISh AND WILDLIFE 
SCIENCE ON ThE hOT SEAT

The Game, Fish and 
Parks Commission 

meetings are usually 
quiet and poorly attend-

ed, except when land 
purchases and walleye 

regulations are dis-
cussed.
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hours…it was not an easy task.”   

 In these days we hear the term 
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but the bold reductions in walleye limits caused the public’s “low rumble, then a r
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Online Application Process 
Undergoing Changes

System upgrades will 
mean that a credit card 
is not charged until the 
lottery drawing for li-
censes is completed, 
and then only if the ap-
plicant is successful in 
drawing a license.

PIERRE, S.D. – The Game, Fish and Parks Department 
will be closing online applications to the big game 
license system from Friday, Jan. 30, through Sunday, 
Feb. 1 to install changes to the system.
“We apologize for the inconvenience of having the 
application system shut down, but it is necessary to 
complete programming that we have been working on 
to improve the system,” Scott Simpson, GFP Admin-
istrative Resources Chief for the Division of Wildlife, 
said.
Payments for online applications are made by credit 
card. Previously the system had charged the credit card 
immediately after the application was submitted. If an 
individual or group was unsuccessful, a state refund 
check was written for each individual and mailed.
System upgrades will mean that a credit card is not 
charged until the lottery drawing for licenses is com-
pleted, and then only if the applicant is successful in 
drawing a license.
“We will eliminate the need for manual refunds,” Simp-
son said. “That will provide a considerable savings of 
staff time and money to the entire drawing process.”
Simpson noted that, since there will be no refunds to 
unsuccessful applicants, individuals who wanted to 
insure that they are notified once the drawing is com-
pleted will be asked to provide their e-mail address 
when submitting their application. If a valid e-mail 
address is not provided, the applicant may still log in 

to the online system after the drawing is completed, 
select “View Submitted Applications” from the menu 
and see their drawing results.
 Another modification that will be put in place will be a 
new group application process for use by hunters who 
wish to be treated as one in the drawing process.
“Our users found the group system we have in place 
cumbersome and suggested we find a way to make the 
process more flexible,” Simpson said. “Previously one 
group member had to submit applications for the entire 
group and then pay for the entire group. Since each 
member of the group would receive a refund check if 
unsuccessful, they would then have to follow up with 
reimbursement to the original applicant.”
The new process will allow each individual to apply 
on their own, and yet connect as a group using a group 
number that is provided as part of the application 
process.
“We will provide details and some basic instructions 
as part of the online application process,” Simpson 
said. “If anyone has a problem, I would encourage 
them to telephone our help desk at 605/773-3393 for 
assistance.”
The upgraded system will be back online Feb. 2. Hunt-
ers will then be able to submit applications for the 
Spring Turkey seasons. Deadline for applications to 
the Prairie Spring Turkey season is Feb. 20.

  TTEEAAMM  GGRRIIMMSSRRUUDD  
Sells South Dakota Hunting Properties 

We have land available and it is SELLING! 
Buying? Give us your specifications 
Selling? Give us your Expectations 

Bob Grimsrud   Wayne Grimsrud 
605-430-9804    605-393-5461 

Broker Associates – Prudential Kahler REALTORS®
2401 W Main St - Rapid City SD 57702 

The Professional Plaza – 550 North Fifth Street Rapid City South Dakota 57701-1375 – 605-343-8800 
Broker Associates With 

        

PIERRE, S.D. –The Game Fish and Parks Commission 
made no changes to a coveted big game tag at their 
January meeting in Pierre.

 The “Special Buck” licenses, will remain at the same 
level as they were in 2008.  These licenses are valid on 
private land only for either the East River Deer season 
or West River Deer season.

 Five hundred resident and 500 nonresident any deer 
licenses will be available for the West River Deer 
Season, and 400 resident any deer licenses for the East 
River Deer Season. The license fee is $155 for residents 
and $505 for non-residents.

 “The Special Buck tags are very popular with sports-
man because it does not restrict the hunter to a spe-
cific unit,” said Tom Kirschenman, GFP Terrestrial 
Resources Chief.  “Because these licenses are valid on 
private lands, hunters are required to have landowner 
permission as part of the application process.”

 The Special Buck licenses are good for the respective 
regular firearms season.  Applications for the licenses 
will be available in mid March and are due by April 
24.

Special Buck Seasons Set
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South Dakota Wildlife 
Federation Donors

Contributors

At the recent Winter Board Meeting the SDWF Board created the SDWF Wildlife Legacy Council.        
The Council was created to allow recognition of the people who support SDWF above and beyond               

their membership and raffle donations.
Thank you to the following donors for their contributions to the SDWF. Please consider becoming a 

member of the Wildlife Legacy Council. SDWF is a 501(c3) non-profit, all donations are tax deductible.

Stephen Akkerman, MN
Terry Bagus, MN
AE Bailey, MN
Kelly Barnett, MI
Robert Bathrick, MN
John Blackburn, SD
Bennie Boetel, SD
Earl Bohlen, SD
Michael Bonnet, IA
Pat Bowar, SD
Jeff Brown, MN
Mark Brown, VA
Everett Buckner, AR 
William Buckner II, AR
Jim Burma Sr., SD
Kendall Burns, CA
Donald Burton, CO
Daniel Cardinal III, WI
John Chickering, MI
ME Christopherson, SC
Richard Connors, SD
Glen Cook, SD
John Davidson, SD
Marlow DePauw, SD
Duane Divich, TX
Bob Drake, SD
John Dunham, IL
Scott Engebritson, MO
Elk Pass Ranch, CO
Howard Falker, MI
Farmers State Bank, SD
Kent Fewell, MS

Jim Fink, MN
Jim Fischer, IA
Forrest Flint, MN
Mark Freese, SD
Kevin Fuesrt, SD
Charles Gageby, SD
Chester Garness, MN
Brian Gatzke, SD
Terry Goldade, SD
Ken Greenwood, OK
JT Gregory, GA
Larry Gremminger, TX
John Griffin, OK
Myron Hagelstrom, MN
Shawn Hall, WY
Virgil Hansen, SD
Duane Hatch, SD
Dana Harper, OH
Jerry & Mary Hay, WI
Merrill Heim, SD
Jerry Hickenbottom, MO
Bill Honeycutt, MO
Daniel Huber, SC
Jonathan Hughes, CA
Jimmy Hunneycutt, NC
Mike Huss, IN
David Jacobson, SD
Roman Jungers II, WI
Carl Kasischke, MI
John & Kathleen Kelley, SD
Lewellyn Keller, MN
Arlie Klipstein, WI

Rev. Jack Koch, MN
John Koutsky, IL
Al Kurtenbach, SD
Richard Larsen, SD
Greg Larson, SD
Steven Lowe, MI
Bob Lutz, ID
Ken Maloney, MI
David Manning, MN
Jim Martin, SD
William Matousek, SD
Paul McCarlson, SD
Albert McHugo, CA
David Melby, MN
Mark Miller, SD
O Larry Miller, SD
William Mudd, KY
Kent Mundon, SD
Kirk Murphy, SD
Vern Murra, SD
Wayne Muth, SD
Darwin Nelson, IN
Lawrence Nelson, SD
Gale Nitteberg, SD
David Nordby, CA
Andrew O’Connell, MN
Dan O’Keefe, MN
Robert Ochocki, CA
Kerry Parcel, SD
Norman Parkin, CA
K Lynn Paul, SD
John Paulson, MN
Ron Pesak, SD

Duane Peters, SD
Philip Pickart, SD
Scott Picker, WI
Glenn Plumb, SD
Alan Polenz, OR
Robert Porisch, IA
Robert Ritter, SD
Charlie Rokusek, SD
John Ross Sr., WI
Terry Sampson, SD
John Schmid, CO
James Schmidt, SD
David Seaver, MI
Darrel Simon, SD
Orv Smidt, SD
Jim Snyder, SD
Mike Spielmann, NE
Howard Stanley, TX
John Strandell, MN
Gregg Styles, FL
Charles Tibbals, FL
Kenneth Tibble, MI
Arden Trandahl, SD
Spencer Vaa, SD
Cecil Van Tuyl, KS
Mark Wahlstrom, SD
Robert Weisenburger, MI
Herbert Whetstine, MN
Mark Widman, SD
Mike Williams, SD
Dan Winger, SD
Mark Wismer, SD
Walter Wolf, IL

Level I Pheasant- $50-$99

Mel Adams, TN
Edwin Anderson, SD
Rich Andresen, SD
Robert Bealka, WI
Harry Bell, MS
Steve Block, WA 
Carl Brakebush, WI
Richard Brick, CA
Dick Brown, SD
John Burrows, NV
Norm Buxcell, SD
David Casler, MO
Stuart Cambell, SD
Craig Connell, SD
Gary Cowles, AL
Jim Dahlberg, SD
Dennis Darrington, SD
Larry Denison, VA
John Dennis, NV
John Dillon, UT
Brian Dressing, SD
Mark Duda, CO
Thomas Eaney, KS
Dennis Eckert, SD

Dave Eisenbeisz, CO
Kenton Eisenbeisz, SD
Larry Eisenbeisz, MN
Robert Elbe, WI 
Robert Foxworthy, KY 
Fred Garland, SD
Jim Gilbert, CA
Robert Goggins, MN
Dean Fitzler, SD
Mark Finnegan, SD
Forrest Flint, MN
John D Foster, SD
Carl Hall, KY
Howard Hanson, MN
Roger Heedum, NE
Jim Hellebusch, MO
Alene Hix, MO
Ron Island, SD
F. Lee Jackson, AL
Darrell Johnson, SD
Larry Kieft, MI
James LaMaack, CA
Ron Lindner, SD

Rob Lippincott, TX
Jerome Loucks, AZ 
Jerome Lulewicz, SD
Patrick Lyons, SD
Royce Madsen, SD
Harvey Malon, SD
Terry Mayes, SD
Pat McGarry, SD
Leigh McMasters, SD
Loyal Messerschmidt, SD
Larry Mette, SD
Bill Meyers, SD
Gerald Mohs, ND
Mel Morris, SD
William Mudd, KY
Karlton Nagel, NE 
Karlton Nagel, NE 
Norm Neilan, SD
Gerald Nelson, MN
Jeff Olson, SD
Larry O’Reilly, MO
Gary Palmer, SD
CJ Pete Pedersen, NC

Ron Pesek, SD
Peter Prokop, MI
Timothy Raver, WY
Tom Roberts, SD
Troy Ryan, MN
Arnold Sattler, SD
Donald Sattler, SD
Carey Schave, SD
Bruce Schuerenbrand, SD
David Schubauer, SD 
Terry Schupp, AZ
Ken Schroeder, SD
Steven Shoemaker, NE
John Simpson, SD
Curt Tesch, SD
Paul Vinatieri, SD
Gary Wald, SD
Harvey Welch, IL
Winter Brothers, SD
Stephen J Wheeler, SD
Brian Wiswall, SD
Jerry Worsham, WA 
Kenneth Zoellner, CA

Level II Deer $100-$249

These tax-deductible contributions will speak volumes for the future of the SDWF’s Wildlife Legacy Council! Please consider your donation today.
Names in ITALICS indicate that the Legacy Member has made their 2008 contribution to the SDWF Wildlife Legacy Council.
Names in ARIAL indicate that the Legacy Member has made their 2009 contribution to the SDWF Wildlife Legacy Council.

Craig Stadtfeld, SD
Marlin Stammer, CA
Dale Wilms, CA
Yankton Area Pheasants 

Forever, SD

29-90 Sportsmen’s Club, SD
Thomas Flesher III, OK
Kenneth Halstrom, SD
Eric Johnson, MN
Virgil Johnson, SD
James Juckette, MO

Level III Elk $250-$499
Frank Kocvara, NV
Karl O. Lee, SD
Jim Lemonds, SD
Herb McClellan, SD
Jan Nicolay, SD      

Jeffrey G Olson, SD      
Pheasants Forever Northern 

Oahe Chapter
Tim Rainey, MN 
Gary Seeley, KS

Black Hills Sportsmens 
Club

Max & Stephanie Sandlin, SD

Level IV Buffalo $500-$999
Sportsman’s Club of 

Brown Co.
SD Walleyes Unlimited, SD
Roger Steinberg, MN

Beadle Co. Sportsmans 
Club

John W. Chapman, PA

Level V Eagle - $1000 and above
Dakota Sportsmen 

Inc., SD
Richard Dillon, MN

High Plains Wildlife, SD
Kenneth Michalek, WA
Republic National 

Distributing Company, SD

SD Chapter of NWTF, SD

showed that the walleye were coming back [figure 
from 1993 Cons. Digest. 60(2):4 shows increase in 
small fish (light bar) and large fish (dark bar) for 3 
years after the new regulations for Lake Francis Case].  
The hypothesis was supported by the data.

Mountain Lion Hunting
One SDSU Graduate Student never thought she’d be 
defending her dissertation on the witness stand, but that 
is what happened in September 2005 when a law suit 
was filed to stop an experimental mountain lion harvest.  
Expert witnesses were admitted based on their num-
ber of peer reviewed publications on mountain lions.  

The courts 
acknowl-
edged the 
rigor of the 
peer review 
process for 
checking 
science re-
sults.
The lead 
p l a i n t i f f 
stated that 

“the Department of Game, Fish and Parks failed to 
conserve mountain lions and misapplied the findings 
from a graduate school dissertation on mountain lions 
in the Black Hills by Dorothy Fecske.  During her 
study, she radio collared 12 mountain lions (figure 
shows Fecske checking teeth of an anesthetized lion, 
white radio collar at far left) and used the data to esti-
mate population size (about 150 lions) and distribution 
in the Hills.  Plaintiff’s made comments like “this hunt 
is cloaked in a veil of science when in fact it is simply 
providing recreation for sport hunters.”  
One of plaintiff’s assumptions was that the Black Hills 
lion population was “isolated,” so harvest would lead to 
inbreeding and population extinction.  Fescke and one 
of us (Jenks) testified that more than 30 mountain lions 
had been radio collared and that all data collected up to 
the trial had supported the conclusions presented in Dr. 
Fecske’s dissertation.  Furthermore, genetic analysis of 
blood samples from captured mountain lions showed 
that one male and one female migrant per generation 
moved from Wyoming to the Black Hills.  
The Judge concluded that sufficient information was 
available to successfully manage this population; the 
population was not isolated and in danger of extinction, 
and state had a strong history of managing wildlife 
populations.  Consequently, the Judge ruled against 
the plaintiff’s request for an injunction and the harvest 
was conducted.

Summary
In both cases, science won the day because the scien-
tists followed a scientific method.  Their information 
was supported by facts, not strong beliefs.  There is 
much discussion these days about how science is used 
and misused in government decision making.  But that 
is material for a future article in this series on The Year 
of Science 2009 (www.yearofscience2009.org).

On the hot seat. . … Continued from page 4
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By Chuck Clayton

I met Tony Dean about-----well I can’t remember how 
long ago, but being involved in outdoor groups and the 
legislature it was bound to happen. 
Tony was a dichotomy. Tony had a deep love for the 
outdoors, but he also decided to try to make a living 
hunting, fishing and talking about it in the media. Of-
ten, those two ideologies clash. Money is money and 
habitat is habitat, and some people think the twain shall 
never meet. Tony was a master at melding the two. 
Tony was one of only a few outdoor show hosts that 
addressed issues like global warming and the impact of 
barge navigation on the Missouri River basin. He didn’t 
just show you stories about “whacking and stacking”, 
setting the hook 
so hard you about 
pull the fish’s face 
off, filling the live 
well, or hyping 
what product a 
person could buy 
to make you “the 
best in the field” 
without learning 
anything else. 
You need spon-
sors to survive 
in the outdoor 
communication’s 
world, but Tony 
juggled  those 
chain saws very 
well.  
Tony always re-
minded us that 
we can’t have the 
fish and wildlife 
we love to see, without the habitat and clean water that 
produces it. Tony spent much of his time reminding 
politicians that their actions sometimes have a negative 
effect on wildlife and habitat. Often, it cost Tony spon-
sor dollars to take those positions.  He always thought 
it was not only the right thing to do but, it was his duty 
as the voice and pen of the prairie to try to save some 
of the last and most endangered habitat in the world.
Sadly, the voice and pen of Tony Dean were silenced 
far too early.
With each new day come new visions and opportuni-
ties. You and I now have the opportunity to keep Tony’s 
vision for the need of quality wildlife habitat alive. 
The project is known as “Tony Dean’s Acres Memo-
rial”, and it’s meant to be a tribute to him. Tony Dean’s 
Acres will support wildlife habitat, provide public 
outdoor recreation, and carry on Tony’s commitment 
to outdoor and environmental education. The land will 
be managed in perpetuity by the South Dakota Game, 
Fish and Parks Department.  
Tony’s family and friends are collecting funds in part-
nership with the SD Parks and Wildlife Foundation 
(www.parkswildlifefoundation.org), in a restricted 
account, for the purchase of the land. The Parks and 
Wildlife Foundation is a 501(c) (3) nonprofit organiza-

tion, so any money we donate will be tax deductible to 
the maximum extent allowable by the IRS. 
We are sure the money raised can be leveraged several 
times by agencies and other donations from national 
conservation organizations, so every dollar you give 
could become three for this cause. 
Tony’s wife Dar said “Tony always worked hard to 
make sure the average person would have a place to 
hunt, fish, or just enjoy the outdoors. He believed we 
are the stewards of the land and that the key to educat-
ing families and kids about good stewardship is to get 
them involved.”
Please help us realize Tony’s vision and contribute what 
you can to the Tony Dean Acres Memorial Fund with 

the South Da-
kota Parks and 
Wildlife Foun-
dation. To do-
nate using your 
credit card go to: 
www.parkswild-
lifefoundation.
org or mail in 
your contribu-
tion to:
South Dakota 
Parks and Wild-
life Foundation
Tony  Dean’s 
Acres Memo-
rial 
523 East Capitol 
Avenue 
P i e r r e ,  S D , 
57501
If you know of a 
group that would 

like to have more information on this project contact 
me, Chuck Clayton at clayton@hur.midco.net or 605-
352-2598, Paul Lepisto at plepisto@iwla.org 605-224-
1770 or email info@tonydeansacres.com  
Chuck Clayton of Huron, SD is a past President of 
the SDWF

Tony Dean’s Memorial Acres

Tony was one of only a 
few outdoor show hosts 
that addressed issues 
like global warming 
and the impact of barge 
navigation on the Mis-
souri River basin.
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Fiscal year 2008 was a successful year for natural resources 
conservation in South Dakota says Public Affairs Specialist 
Colette Kessler in Pierre. NRCS professionals, in concert 
with conservation districts and other partners, fielded over 
22,000 requests for technical assistance. “The neat thing 
is…those contacts resulted in 1.5 million acres that have 
been improved through conservation practices.” These con-
servation practices safeguard water quality; improve soils, 
cropland, grassland, wildlife habitat and wetlands. 
Over 4,600 conservation plans were voluntarily imple-
mented by landowners to improve their land and natural 
resources. Kessler says, “As a result, nearly one million 
acres of grazing and forest land were improved through 
practices like seeding, cross-fencing, pipelines, wells, tanks 
and as well as managed grazing. Conservation practices that 
improved water quality were installed on 809,000 acres in-
cluding practices such as no-till and residue management.” 
Over 500,000 acres of cropland soil quality practices were 
implemented. In addition, 49 new comprehensive nutrient 
plans were developed in the state. 
Nationally, NRCS has installed practices on approximately 
25 million acres of grazing land during Fiscal Year 2008. In 
South Dakota, these practices included approximately 3.4 
million feet (644 miles) of pipeline; 1.65 million feet (312 
miles) of fence; and 183,000 acres of Prescribed Grazing. 
We have also improved approximately 990,000 acres of 

grazing land statewide for Fiscal Year 2008. 
In Fall River and Custer counties, these numbers translate 
into thousands of acres of conservation being planned and 
applied to the land. In Fiscal Year 2008, nearly 26,000 acres 
of grazing and forest land were treated in Fall River and 
Custer counties through applied conservation practices. 
Also in Fiscal Year 2008, 11,000 acres were treated to 
improve water quality and 10,000 acres were written into 
conservation plans to be applied in the near future. 
Conservation practices are cost-shared, meaning land-
owners invest some of their own dollars for conservation 
improvements. Kessler says, “That work has a price…
but look at the accomplishments. When you drive across 
South Dakota you can see healthier land and water…for 
everyone. We can be proud of this investment.” Kessler 
believes this year’s stewardship accomplishments by SD 
farmers and ranchers, NRCS employees and others, is a 
clear demonstration of a successful partnership for healthier 
natural resources. 
With continued application of conservation practices and 
the diligence of farmers and ranchers, these numbers will 
continue to steadily rise every year and will demonstrate 
that there is a strong interest in protecting and improving 
our natural resources. 

2008 Successful for Conservation in S.D.
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2009 South Dakota Wildlife Federation’s
21 Gun Giveaway

$20 each

  1. Remington 700 ADL .270.
  2. Remington Super Mag 12 ga.
  3. Bennelli Nova 20 ga.
  4. Remington 597 Scoped .22 combo .22
  5. Ruger 77R 25.06
  6. Remington 870 Express 12 ga.
  7. Ruger 77R 25.06
  8. Savage 9317-DXP 17 cal
  9. Bennelli Nova 20 ga.
10. Remington Exp. Super Mag. 12 ga.
11. Ruger 77R 25.06
12. Savage 9317-DXP 17 cal
13. Remington BDL .22-250
14. Remington 597 Scoped .22 combo .22
15. Remington 870 Exp. 20 ga.
16. Ruger 77R .338
17. Savage 9317-DXP 17 cal
18. Bennelli Nova 20 ga.
19. Remington 870 Exp. 12 ga.
20. Savage 9317-DXP 17 cal
21. Remington 597 Scoped .22 combo .22

♦ One gun will be awarded for each
100 tickets sold.

♦ 21 guns will be awarded if 2,100 or more
tickets are sold.

♦ SDWF reserves the right to offer a cash
settlement or substitute a gun of equal or
greater value.

*Drawing to be held at Spring Board
Meeting, May 4, 2009.

Void where prohibited by law. Your presence
or contribution not necessary to win.

SDWF, PO Box 7075, Pierre, SD 57501
(605) 224-7524 • www.sdwf.org

2008/2009 South Dakota Wildlife Federation’s
Custer State Park Buffalo Shoot

$10 each or 3 for $25

Winner’s Choice Of:
♦  A guided buffalo shoot during the 2009

Fall Season. Rifle or bow allowed for
the shoot.

♦  A cash prize of $1,500.

•  This is a guided shoot in Custer State
Park located in southwestern South
Dakota.

•  These bulls average two years old.
*Drawing to be held at

Annual Convention, August 2009.
Void where prohibited by law. Your presence
or contribution not necessary to win.

SDWF, PO Box 7075, Pierre, SD 57501
(605) 224-7524 • www.sdwf.org

1 Year Membership @ $20 Total $ ______
1 Buffalo Shoot Ticket @ $10 Total $ ______
3 Buffalo Shoot Tickets @ $25 Total $ ______
21 Gun Giveaway Ticket @ $20 ea. Total $ ______
6 Buffalo Shoot Tickets and Membership @ $45 Total $ ______
6 Buffalo Shoot Tickets and 3 – 21 Gun Tickets @ $90 Total $ ______
6 Buffalo Shoot Tickets, 3 – 21 Gun Tickets
                                 and Membership @ $100 Total $ ______

Total $ ______
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Conservation practices 
are cost-shared, meaning 
landowners invest some 
of their own dollars for 
conservation improve-
ments.


