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Grants Available for 
Habitat Projects

By Day Breitag

Beginning this spring, grants will be available from 
SDWF to cover direct costs in establishment of habitat 
and wetlands restoration.  Both individual homeowners 
and organizations are eligible to apply.  The funds are 
provided by the Evelyn & Bill Lohmann Conservation 
Fund, a permanently endowed donor advised fund estab-
lished with the South Dakota Community Foundation.  
The purpose of the EBLCF is to support beautification 
and natural area conservation projects in South Dakota, 
with a special emphasis on native wildflower plant-
ings, songbird habitat, and wetlands development and 
preservation.  
The E&BLCF was endowed by the family and friends of 
Evelyn and Bill Lohmann in their memory.  Day Breitag 
of Pierre provided this statement:     
In 1954, my mother caught polio, just two months before 
the Salk vaccine went into general public use.  From the 
time she contracted the disease until her death twelve 

years lat-
er,  she 
n e v e r 
a g a i n 
left her 
rocking 
bed  o r 
w h e e l -
c h a i r .  
S h e 
breathed 
w i t h  a 
respira-
tor.  She 
couldn’t 
s i t  up , 
turn, lift 
her arms 
or legs.  

She was twenty-five years old.
She had a great love of the wildflowers and songbirds 
of her native Midwest, and although her days of running 
through the fields and by the streams were done, she 
found joy and the strength to live a full life from the 
birds and flowers she could see through her window.  
From her rocking bed she taught her daughters the 
names of the species, the needs of habitat, the special 
beauty to be found in nature.  Our father shared her 
love, and by removing exotic species, planting native 
grasses, and adding a pond, he created in our suburban 
Chicago home one of the National Wildlife Federation’s 
first Certified Backyard Habitats@. He died in 2002 of 
Lou Gehrig’s Disease.
It is natural to honor their memory with projects to 
beautify and conserve wildlife habitat.  I am pleased to 
join the South Dakota Wildlife Federation in administra-
tion of the Evelyn & Bill Lohmann Conservation Fund 
grant-making program,  and to support SDWF’s work 
on behalf of the wildlife of our state.
To apply for a grant, write or email to request an appli-
cation from SDWF at Box 7075, Pierre, SD 57501 or 
E-mail at sdwf@mncomm.com. Grants will be awarded 
in the range of $250 to $1,000.  The application deadline 
isMay 15, 2009.  A committee of members of the SDWF 
Board of Directors will consider all applications;  funds 
will be awarded as available.  The endowment currently 
contains approximately $26,000.  Interest only will be 
used to make grants, and to support the operations of 
the SDWF.
Contributions may be made to add to the endowment 
by sending to: the South Dakota Community Founda-
tion, P.O. Box 296, Pierre SD 57501, and specifying 
the Evelyn & Bill Lohmann Conservation Fund.  Gifts 
are tax-deductible.
- Day Breitag of Pierre is currently a development of-
ficer with the National Wildlife Federation.

SDWF Annual Commemerative Gun Giveaway

Void where prohibited by law. Your presence or contribution not necessary to win. SDWF reserves the right to offer a cash settlement in lieu of the shotgun.

SDWF, P.O. Box 7075, Pierre, SD 57501 • 605-224-7524

Your chance to 
win a Golden Boy 
Henry .22 rifle.

$10 each

 Win a replica of history, the Henry rifle won the west. The Golden Boy is 
a .22 rifle that features an American walnut stock, a gleaming brassline receiver, 
a brass buttplate, sporting sights and a 20-inch octagon barrel. 

Name ______________________

___________________________

Address ____________________

___________________________

City, State, Zip ______________

___________________________

Area Code + Phone ___________

___________________________  

Your chance to 
win a Savage .17 
Caliber rifle
Model # 93r17fxp

Buy a chance to buy one of the hottest new calibers to plink with, Synthetic Stock, 3-9 X 40 scope 
mounted and boresighted, 5 round clip.  Drawing at the 64th Annual Convention in August 09.
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  Executive Director’s Update by Chris Hesla

The GF&P Commission 
voted to keep the pheasant 

season similar to 2008. The 
2009 pheasant season will 

run from October 17, 2009 
through January 3, 2010.

Despite all the blizzards, looks like Spring is almost here and this 
weekend is Easter. This is the first week in almost a month we have 
not had to deal with blizzard conditions. I am sure the weather has 
been tough on some wildlife species not to mention the ranchers 
who have cows that are calving.

The many inches of snow brings great benefits to the Missouri 
River basin. I have not heard or read the official levels of the big 
lakes but I know the level of Lake Oahe has hit normal pool and 
is nearly 15 feet higher than it was one year ago. There are reports 
of great snowpack in the upper basin in Montana and I know for 
a fact the Northwestern area of South Dakota and Western North 
Dakota have snow up to their _ _ _ _ _!

I am betting that before the runoff is done, that the COE will be 
letting water out through the Stilling Basin in Lake Oahe. The 
vegetation that is covered by water is going to provide a whole 
new life to the reservoir, and the fishing will be phenomenal in 
the coming years.

At last month’s GF&P Commission meeting, the GF&P staff had 
proposed a week longer pheasant season to be added onto the end of 
the season. After a lengthy debate and testimony during the public 
input part of the Commission Meeting, there was testimony both 
for and against lengthening of the pheasant season. The GF&P 
Commission voted to keep the season similar to 2008. The 2009 
pheasant season will run from October 17, 2009 through January 
3, 2010.

Game, Fish & Parks continues to invest your hunting and fishing 
license dollars into purchasing Game Production Areas and Water 
Access Areas across the state.  At any one time, there may be half 
a dozen different acquisition proposals on the table for consider-
ation. It is important for SDWF members to voice their support for 
these purchases to the GF&P Commissioners. In May, the Com-
mission will be asked to approve two purchases that will add much 
needed acres to existing Game Production Areas; one in Custer 
County and one in Hutchinson County. In Custer County, the pro-

posal is to add 212 acres to the existing 1,231 acre Spring Valley/
Pleasant Valley Elk Game Production Area located southwest of 
Custer.  This addition will not only square up the Game Production  
Area boundaries with the adjoining Forest Service land, but it will 
mean even more public land that is forever managed strictly for 
wildlife production and free public hunting opportunities.  If you’ve 
never done so, take a minute to tell the GF&P Commissioners what 
you think about this online at: Wildinfo@state.sd.us. Send written 
comments to: South Dakota Game Fish and Parks, 523 East Capitol 
Avenue, Pierre, SD 57501

A quick update on the James River Watershed Conservation Re-
serve Enhancement Program (JRW CREP). After requesting Public 
Comments in February, Tom Kirschenmann, Chief of Terrestrial 
Resources for GF&P “we are simply in a wait and see mode right 
now as we continue to work with the national office of FSA to 
complete the last few steps needed. We are hearing from landowners 
that are interested in the program and plan to further promote the 
program and sign-ups once the program is in place.”

The JRW CREP is a cooperative effort between South Dakota and 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture Commodity Credit Corpora-
tion. JRW CREP allows agriculture producers in the James River 
Watershed to voluntarily enroll eligible farmland into the Conser-
vation Reserve Enhancement Program. The program encompasses 
23 counties in the east central portion of the state. In addition to 
the normal base CRP rental rate, the State would provide a 40% 
increase for producers that enroll their properties in the JRW CREP.  
All land enrolled in JRW CREP will be open to public hunting and 
fishing. 

Producers participating in the program would receive annual pay-
ments and cost share incentives to establish approved conservation 
practices on enrolled lands to enhance water quality, reduce soil 
erosion and enhance wildlife habitat.

Get involved! Write letters make calls and attend meetings….we 
can and do make a difference, when we all work together!!!

  President’s Column by Rieck Eske

It’s a great time to get 
yourself and children 

outdoors.  See page 5 for 
details on the 2009 SDWF 

Conservation Camp.

Spring I hope is finally here and summer will be here before 
we know it (yah sure).
It’s a great time to get yourself and children outdoors.  Take 
your children camping, hiking, fishing, or the range.  Show 
the children the great outdoors and teach them about our 
wildlife and habitat.
Get your children into the shooting sports, let them attend 
a Youth Sportsfest, Trap Shooting, Safe Hunt Course or a 
.22 Shooting League.  Remember, if you have a child that 
is 10-11 years old and want to mentor them this fall.  The 
parent or guardian must have a hunt safe card. Any ques-
tions about above activities, please call me.
I believe repeating the NRA Hunter Code of Ethics is ap-
propriate here.
1. I will consider myself an invited guest of the landowner, 
seeking his permission, and so conducting myself that I may 
be welcome in the future.

2. I will obey the rules of safe gun handling, and will cour-
teously but firmly insist that others who hunt with me do 
the same.
3. I will obey all game laws and regulations and will insist 
that my companions do likewise.
4. I will do my best to acquire those marksmanship skills, 
which insure clean, marksmanship kills.
5. I will support conservation efforts which can ensure good 
hunting for future generations of Americans
6. I will pass along to younger hunters the attitudes and 
skills essential to a true outdoor sportsman.
CARRY ON THE TRADTION
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“Fish are more 
intelligent than they 
appear. In many areas, 
such as memory, their 
cognitive powers match 
or exceed those of ‘high-
er’ vertebrates, including 
non-human primates.”

… Continued on page 5

“Sea Kittens”
By Bill Antonides
Copyright April 2009 

A major organization 
devoted to the humane 
treatment of animals 
recently announced a 
campaign to change the 
name “fish” to “sea kit-
tens.”  Their thought 
process is that fish are 
the most mistreated 
creatures on earth. They 
go on to say, and this 
statement is no doubt 

accurate,  that fish are a primary food source for much 
of the world, and a source of amusement for those who 
go fishing or confine fish to glass cages. The organiza-
tion believes if fish were renamed “sea kittens,” people 
would be less likely to use them as food, chase after 
them for sport, or imprison them in aquariums. Life 
would soon be good for fish, or sea kittens. This might 
be true, since the sea kitten’s only worry would be the 
countless other seas kittens, plus mammals, birds, and 
amphibians that prey on sea kittens. 

sure have great cognitive powers today. We should 
come back when they are less insightful.”  Really, I 
can’t begin to count the number of times they have 
said this. 

The organization is trying to convince high schools 
with the word fish in their name, such as Spearfish 
High School, to change their name to Sea Kitten High 
School. I never was big in organized sports, but even 
I would have joined a team whose arch enemy was 
the “Sea Kittens.” Can you imagine a 260 pound line-
backer with a Sea Kitten letter jacket? He would get his 
behind kicked by the “Screaming Eagles” cheerleaders, 
and rightfully so. 

I had to ponder on the statement, “We’re hoping this 
name change will encourage people young and old to 
start treating these gentle ‘kittens of the sea’ with re-
spect, and show them the kindness they deserve.” As I 
was pondering the statement, I was also remembering 
a time when massive quantities of blood flowed onto 
the bottom of the boat as I attempted to release a large 
northern pike. The blood belonged to me, drawn by the 
needle sharp teeth of the pike. This was before I was 
informed the biting, flopping beast, which also flipped 
me off with his middle fin when he swam away, was 
actually a “gentle kitten of the sea.” Had I known that, 
things might have gone a lot better. More importantly, 
had the northern pike known that, things might have 
gone a lot better.

Before anyone attempts to blame me for my injuries 
because I hooked the northern in the first place, let me 
be perfectly clear the fish was not in any danger until 
it inexplicably struck my lure. Anyone who knows me 
is well aware of my propensity to drag lures all over 
creation with virtually no chance of a fish attacking 
one. I could bait my line with fish food and throw it 
into a rearing pond, and the hook would rust away 
long before a self-respecting fish would touch it. Any 
fish who bites on my line is obviously one of the few 
sea kittens which does not have exceptional cognitive 
powers. The only things in danger when I go fishing 
are moss and submerged trees. If there is an organi-
zation devoted to the protection of moss clumps and 
waterlogged trees, I could be their poster child.

It’s ironic I can’t have an aquarium at home because my 
cats continually paw at the lid in an attempt to catch the 
sea kittens. The end result is a floor covered in broken 
glass, 20 gallons of water, plastic ferns and flopping 
sea kittens. This leaves me, or more accurately my wife 
Lila, to clean up the mess. I get her to do it by gently 
stroking her back and hair and calling her “Kitten.” 
If you can’t see the irony literally dripping from this 
paragraph, you don’t know the meaning of the word. 
Actually, I’m not totally sure of the definition either, 
but I’m pretty darn certain it applies.

A statement made on the group’s website is, “Fish are 
more intelligent than they appear. In many areas, such 
as memory, their cognitive powers match or exceed 
those of ‘higher’ vertebrates, including non-human 
primates.”  Anyone who has spent much time dangling 
a hook in the water not only agrees with this assertion, 
but is convinced it doesn’t go far enough. The number 
of anglers who go home with empty stringers bears 
testimony to the cognitive powers of fish. I can’t begin 
to count the number of times my fishing partners, some 
of whom have evolved slightly beyond the category 
of non-human primates, have said, “Wow, those fish 

This northern fought more like an “ocean lion” than a 
“sea kitten,” and was not at all in the mood to be petted. 
Pictured are fisherman Austin Antonides and his guide 
Mike Hauge.  All three survived the experience.

The author finally found a good spot where even he 
could catch fish, but it only lasted until the Game, Fish 
and Parks fishery crew returned from lunch. Timing is 
everything.
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By Chuck Berry 1

The South Dakota Wildlife Federation is one of 800+ 
members of the Coalition for the Public Understanding 
of Science.  The centerpiece of the Coalition’s efforts 
to improve public understanding of science is the na-
tionwide celebration of 2009 as The Year of Science 
(www.yearofscience2009.org). 
T h e  Ye a r 
of Science 
theme for 
April is En-
ergy.  Let’s 
c e l e b r a t e 
what energy allows us to do and the scientists and 
engineers and public servants who seek smarter ways 
to use energy. Nothing is more essential to life than 
energy. Why then, are most humans basically ignorant 
of where energy comes from, where it goes, and the 
sciences involved. The Year of Science web site will 
help you understand more about energy – the facts 
about nuclear energy are particularly interesting.
Discussions about energy, such as the one on the Year 
of Science web site, rarely include fish and wildlife.  
But hunting and fishing is “big business” in South 
Dakota, and a part of our heritage.  Therefore, policy 
decisions about how to develop energy resources ought 
to have inputs from fish and wildlife scientists.  
South Dakota produced 1.2 million barrels of crude 
oil last year, mostly from Harding County wells, but 
those yields are a drop in the bucket compared to other 
forms of energy that South Dakota can provide, such 
as hydropower, wind, and biofuels.  The purpose of 
this article is to describe how South Dakota is chang-
ing the way science is being done to conserve our 
fish and wildlife resources while developing energy 
resources.
Missouri River Hydropower
Hydropower, flood 
control, naviga-
tion, water sup-
ply, and recreation 
were the goals of 
the 1950s Mis-
souri River Ba-
sin development 
plan.2   “Develop-
ment” meant that 
the lower one-third was channelized and major dams 
were placed on the upper reaches.  Post World War II 
America was in the mood to conquer nature and tame 
the river – fish and wildlife were low on the priority 
list.  
There were few fish and wildlife biologists and even 
fewer “river ecologists” who might have foreseen the 
coming changes.  One who did was Dr. Jim Schmal-
bach (Dr. Sturgeon to his students at USD).  He helped 
organize fishery biologists “to take a look at some of 
the things that were happening to the Missouri River,” 
and wow did they take a look!

By 1997 there had been 2,232 fish and wildlife stud-
ies of some part of the Missouri River.3   The studies 
documented changes in the fish and wildlife, but were 
usually focused on one species or one segment of the 
river.  There was no basin wide understanding. The list-
ing of the pallid sturgeon4, least tern, and piping plover 
as endangered species in the 1990s got the biologists 
a seat at the policy table.   
The biologists wanted water releases from the dams 
that would restore the “hydrological integrity of the 
river.”  Hydrological integrity means that there should 
be a flood pulse in the spring followed by a slow decline 
to low flows in the fall, rather than holding river high 
and steady for navigation.  The biologists hypothesized 
that a flood pulse would provide temperature and flow 
signals for fish spawning, fill backwater nursery areas 
for fish, and build sandbars for bird nesting.
Could dam operators causing a “flood” in the spring?  
Folks downstream didn’t like that idea, and folks that 
fished the reservoirs didn’t want to loose water needed 
by walleyes and salmon just to support populations of 
riverine fishes like sturgeon and catfish.  The debate 
suggested the need for a new kind of management that 
included scientific monitoring as management options 
were tried.
The new approach is called “adaptive management.” 
It is not a trial and error approach.  The most signifi-
cant unknowns were how the river would respond to 
management actions designed to improve ecological 
conditions. How much water should be release, and 
for how long and when?  We are learning the answers 
through the use of carefully designed and monitored 
experiments.  The experiments are whoppers because 
they include vast areas and amounts of water.  
Policies are not written in stone but can be changed 
based on scientific findings. One goal might be to in-
crease spawning, which could be evaluated by monitor-
ing the movement of radio-tagged adult fishes, or tow-
ing nets to catch eggs and larvae.  In 2008 and 2009, 
the first “spring rises” were attempted and biologists 
were on the river monitoring the fishes.  Finally the 
engineers and the biologists were working together.
Switchgrass, Wind Turbines, and Birds
By the time of the energy 
crisis at the turn of the 
century, the Nation had 
a much greater awareness 
of conservation that it did 
when the Missouri River 
dams were built.  Biolo-
gists were consulted in 
the planning phases of 
development projects, 
rather than afterward.  
The development of wind 
5 (Figure 1) or switchgrass 
for energy are examples.

EnErGy DEvElOPmEnT mEETS 
FISH AnD WIlDlIFE SCIEnCE

One goal might be to 
increase spawning, 

which could be evalu-
ated by monitoring the 

movement of radio-
tagged adult fishes, or 

towing nets to catch 
eggs and larvae.

… Continued on page 6

Fisheries Science “Myth Busters” 

By Justin VanDeHey1

 Myths are stories and opinions shared by a group that are part of their cultural identity, 
with or without a basis of fact or a natural explanation.  I bet you can recite a hunting or angling 
myth like, “Wind from the North, do not go forth. Wind from the South blows the bait in the 
fish’s mouth.” 

 But, public understanding of science is often muddied by our beliefs, personal opinions, 
and myths. There is no room for superstitions, phases of the moon, horoscopes, psychic readings, 
astrology and mythology in the science classroom.  These beliefs are fun as long as we 
understand that their value is entertainment, not their validity.   

 Some fishing myths are entertaining, whereas others can interfere with progress in fish 
and wildlife management. The purpose of this article is to describe how science busts two fishing 
myths.

 Growing up as a fisherman and working at a bait shop for 5 years near Lake of the 
Woods I thought I have heard a few fishing myths.  I heard that lake sturgeon eat all the walleye 
eggs and will cause a crash in the walleye population.  First, sturgeon diet analysis studies found 
very low consumption of walleye eggs.  After all, these species have co-existed in the system for 
over 7000 years.  No, the walleye population won’t crash because of sturgeon preference for 
walleye caviar.

 Another myth was that walleye in Lake of the Woods are a sub-species that don’t feed at 
night.  Sure, most feeding takes place during the day, that part is true.  However, Lake of the 
Woods waters are stained with tannin from peat bogs.  The dark water reduces visibility to levels 
that greatly reduce nocturnal feeding - another myth busted.    

Northern pike loose their teeth? 

 Northern pike loose their teeth in the summer, which is why they don’t feed during the 
summer months.   

 Wow!  This came as a surprise to me because I used to catch northern pike off the dock at 
my parent’s home all summer long.  In fact, the bite really picked up around July.  So, where did 
this idea come from?  Well, most likely it comes from the fact that during the summer months in 
eastern South Dakota water temperatures in many of our shallow lakes are above preferred 
temperatures for northern pike.  The high water temperatures cause the pike to become lethargic 
or go to deeper waters if possible.   

Energy Development Meets Fish and Wildlife Science 

By Chuck Berry1

The South Dakota Wildlife Federation is one 
of 800+ members of the Coalition for the 
Public Understanding of Science.  The 
centerpiece of the Coalition’s efforts to improve public understanding of science is the 
nationwide celebration of 2009 as The Year of Science (www.yearofscience2009.org).

The Year of Science theme for April is Energy.  Let's celebrate what energy allows us to 
do and the scientists and engineers and public servants who seek smarter ways to use 
energy. Nothing is more essential to life than energy. Why then, are most humans 
basically ignorant of where energy comes from, where it goes, and the sciences involved. 
The Year of Science web site will help you understand more about energy – the facts 
about nuclear energy are particularly interesting. 

Discussions about energy, such as the one on the Year of Science web site, rarely include 
fish and wildlife.  But hunting and fishing is “big business” in South Dakota, and a part 
of our heritage.  Therefore, policy decisions about how to develop energy resources ought 
to have inputs from fish and wildlife scientists.   

South Dakota produced 1.2 million barrels of crude oil last year, mostly from Harding 
County wells, but those yields are a drop in the bucket compared to other forms of energy 
that South Dakota can provide, such as hydropower, wind, and biofuels.  The purpose of 
this article is to describe how South Dakota is changing the way science is being done to 
conserve our fish and wildlife resources while developing energy resources. 

Missouri River Hydropower 

Hydropower, flood control, navigation, water 
supply, and recreation were the goals of the 
1950s Missouri River Basin development 
plan.2  “Development” meant that the lower 
one-third was channelized and major dams 
were placed on the upper reaches.  Post 
World War II America was in the mood to 
conquer nature and tame the river – fish and 
wildlife were low on the priority list.   

There were few fish and wildlife biologists 
and even fewer “river ecologists” who might 
have foreseen the coming changes.  One who 
did was Dr. Jim Schmalbach (Dr. Sturgeon to his students at USD).  He helped organize 
fishery biologists “to take a look at some of the things that were happening to the 
Missouri River,” and wow did they take a look! 

By 1997 there had been 2,232 fish and wildlife studies of some part of the Missouri 
River.3  The studies documented changes in the fish and wildlife, but were usually 
focused on one species or one segment of the river.  There was no basin wide 
understanding. The listing of the pallid sturgeon4, least tern, and piping plover as 
endangered species in the 1990s got the biologists a seat at the policy table.    

The biologists wanted water releases from the dams that would restore the “hydrological 
integrity of the river.”  Hydrological integrity means that there should be a flood pulse in 
the spring followed by a slow decline to low flows in the fall, rather than holding river 
high and steady for navigation.  The biologists hypothesized that a flood pulse would 
provide temperature and flow signals for fish spawning, fill backwater nursery areas for 
fish, and build sandbars for bird nesting. 

Could dam operators causing a “flood” in the spring?  Folks downstream didn’t like that 
idea, and folks that fished the reservoirs didn’t want to loose water needed by walleyes 
and salmon just to support populations of riverine fishes like sturgeon and catfish.  The 
debate suggested the need for a new kind of management that included scientific 
monitoring as management options were tried. 

The new approach is called “adaptive management.” It is not a trial and error approach.
The most significant unknowns were how the river would respond to management actions 
designed to improve ecological conditions. How much water should be release, and for 
how long and when?  We are learning the answers through the use of carefully designed 
and monitored experiments.  The experiments are whoppers because they include vast 
areas and amounts of water.

Policies are not written in stone but can be changed based on scientific findings. One goal 
might be to increase spawning, which could be evaluated by monitoring the movement of 
radio-tagged adult fishes, or towing nets to catch eggs and larvae.  In 2008 and 2009, the 
first “spring rises” were attempted and biologists were on the river monitoring the fishes.  
Finally the engineers and the biologists were working together. 

Switchgrass, Wind Turbines, and Birds 

By the time of the energy crisis at the turn of the century, the 
Nation had a much greater awareness of conservation that it did 
when the Missouri River dams were built.  Biologists were 
consulted in the planning phases of development projects, rather 
than afterward.  The development of wind5 (Figure 1) or 
switchgrass for energy are examples. 

Aldo Leopold6 wrote that the good oak tree burning in his cabin 
fireplace had captured sunlight for 80 years and released it to warm 
his shack and his spirit.  Capturing sunlight for energy is what the 
Sun Grant Initiative at South Dakota State University is all about 



Out Of Doors  5  April 2009

“Fish are more intelli-
gent than they appear. 
In many areas, such as 
memory, their cogni-
tive powers match 
or exceed those of 
‘higher’ vertebrates, 
including non-human 
primates.”

2009 SDWF Conservation Camp
The 46th annual SDWF Conservation Camp is now in 
the planning stage.  June 7th through June 13th young 
people from across South Dakota will be arriving at 
Camp Bob Marshall in the beautiful Black Hills.  They 
will be learning about conservation and striking up 
new friendships.  The 2008 Conservation Camp was 
well attended and the programs were well received 
by the delegates.  It is our hope to repeat or surpass 
the 2008 event this year.  With the help of the South 
Dakota Department of Game, Fish & Parks personal, 
a unique opportunity is being planned for the young 
people of South Dakota.
If any of our readers know of young people who like 
the out of doors, hunting and fishing, or are interested 

in learning the message of conservation professionals 
the SDWF Conservation Camp is a unique opportunity.  
Any student, girls or boys, in 9th, 10th or 11th grade 
who is in the upper half of their class scholastically is 
eligible to attend camp.  Interested young people can 
apply directly to a local sportsman’s club in their area 
or to their local Soil Conservation District office.
For more information about how you or someone you 
know can attend the SDWF Conservation Camp or to 
request a video presentation about the camp, contact 
Camp Director, Mike McKernan, PO Box 246, Murdo, 
SD 57559, phone 605-669-2829, e-mail hdmac@
wcenet.com or Chris Hesla, Executive Director, PO 
Box 7075, Pierre, SD 57501, phone 605-224-7524.

“Sea Kittens” . . . … Continued from page 1

The website makes no mention if there should be a 
name difference between saltwater and freshwater 
fish, or among the various species, for that matter. 
Are all fish “sea kittens,” or are some “lake kittens” 
or “river kittens?” Perhaps if they don’t live in an 
ocean, we could call them a generic term such as 
“not-sea kittens.” However, since that name sounds a 
lot like “Nazi kittens,” the Department of Homeland 
Security might deem it advisable to bomb all the 
lakes and streams. This could have some negative 
impacts, although it might be worth it to get rid of 
the jet-skis.

The organization also believes portraying fish with 
cute faces and human characteristics in children’s 
books will reduce the demand for their consump-
tion. Here’s a reminder for those who think this will 
work: Over half a century ago, StarKist® dressed 
up Charlie the Tuna in a hat, glasses and Groucho 
Marx eyebrows, and ever since then tuna have been 
a regular feature in casseroles and sandwiches across 
the nation. 

Overall, the group does make some very good points 
on a lot of issues. I have resolved to never go fishing 
again, at least until the temperature climbs above 20 
degrees below zero. I also agree we should never 
abuse fish, although I might be guilty of salt and bat-
tering. I personally like to dip them in a mixture of 
milk, eggs and seasoning, and roll them in cracker 
crumbs.

By the time hunting season rolls around again, we’ll 
probably be calling pheasants and ducks “sky kittens,” 
and deer will be “earth puppies.” Whatever we name 
them, I still plan to shoot holes in the air around them, 
just like always.

Bill Antonides is a retired SD Conservation Officer, 
a vice president in the SDWF, and a free lance writer. 
Bill can be reached by e-mail at billantonides@abe.
midco.net .

“The outstanding scientific discovery of the twentieth century is not televisio
n, 

or radio, but rather the complexity of the land organism.  Only those who know 

the most about it can appreciate how little is k
nown about it.  The last word in 

ignorance is the man who says of an animal or plant:  ‘What good is it?’  If the land 

mechanism as a whole is good, then every part is good, whether we understand it 

or not.  If the biota, in the course of eons, has build something we like but do not 

understand, then who but a fool would discard seemingly useless parts:  To keep 

every cog and wheel is the first precaution of intelligent tinkering”

From A Sand County Almanac by Aldo Leopold

“The clearest way into the Universe is through a forest wilderness.” 

John Muir- 1838-1914-Naturalist and Founder of the Sierra Club
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South Dakota Wildlife 
Federation Donors

Contributors

At the recent Winter Board Meeting the SDWF Board created the SDWF Wildlife Legacy Council.        
The Council was created to allow recognition of the people who support SDWF above and beyond               

their membership and raffle donations.
Thank you to the following donors for their contributions to the SDWF. Please consider becoming a 

member of the Wildlife Legacy Council. SDWF is a 501(c3) non-profit, all donations are tax deductible.

Stephen Akkerman, MN
Bill Antonides, SD 
Terry Bagus, MN
AE Bailey, MN
Kelly Barnett, MI
Robert Bathrick, MN
Loren Becker, MN 
Bob Bell, MN 
John Blackburn, SD
Bennie Boetel, SD
Earl Bohlen, SD
Michael Bonnet, IA
Pat Bowar, SD
Allen Brown, SD 
Jeff Brown, MN
Mark Brown, VA
Everett Buckner, AR 
William Buckner II, AR
Jim Burma Sr., SD
Howard Burns, SD 
Kendall Burns, CA
Donald Burton, CO
Daniel Cardinal III, WI
John Chickering, MI
ME Christopherson, SC
Richard Connors, SD
Glen Cook, SD
Norman Dathe, SD
John Davidson, SD
Marlow DePauw, SD
Duane Divich, TX
Bob Drake, SD
John Dunham, IL
Scott Engebritson, MO
Elk Pass Ranch, CO
Ralph Evans, FL 
Howard Falker, MI

Farmers State Bank, SD
Kent Fewell, MS
Jim Fink, MN
Jim Fischer, IA
Forrest Flint, MN
Mark Freese, SD
Kevin Fuesrt, SD
Charles Gageby, SD
Chester Garness, MN
Brian Gatzke, SD
Mark Gebhart, AK
Terry Goldade, SD
JT Gregory, GA
Larry Gremminger, TX
John Griffin, OK
Werner Gros, CO
Myron Hagelstrom, MN
Shawn Hall, WY
Virgil Hansen, SD
Duane Hatch, SD
Dana Harper, OH
Jerry & Mary Hay, WI
Merrill Heim, SD
Jerry Hickenbottom, MO
Bill Honeycutt, MO
Tommy Howell, MI 
Daniel Huber, SC
Jonathan Hughes, CA
Jimmy Hunneycutt, NC
Mike Huss, IN
Dave Jacobson, SD
Jones Co. Sportsman’s 

Club
Roman Jungers II, WI
Carl Kasischke, MI
John & Kathleen Kelley, SD
Lewellyn Keller, MN

Bob Kiesecoms, IL 
Arlie Klipstein, WI
Rev. Jack Koch, MN
John Koutsky, IL
Jim Kretchman, SD
Scott Kuck, SD 
Al Kurtenbach, SD
Richard Larsen, SD
Greg Larson, SD
Arlo Levinsen, SD 
Steven Lowe, MI
Bob Lutz, ID
Ken Maloney, MI
David Manning, MN
Jim Martin, SD
William Matousek, SD
Paul McCarlson, SD
Albert McHugo, CA
Peter McQueary, TX 
David Melby, MN
Mark Miller, SD
O Larry Miller, SD
William Mudd, KY
Kent Mundon, SD
Kirk Murphy, SD
Vern Murra, SD
Wayne Muth, SD
Darwin Nelson, IN
Lawrence Nelson, SD
Gale Nitteberg, SD
David Nordby, CA
Andrew O’Connell, MN
Dan O’Keefe, MN
Robert Ochocki, CA
Kerry Parcel, SD
Norman Parkin, CA
K Lynn Paul, SD
John Paulson, MN

Ron Pesak, SD
Duane Peters, SD
Philip Pickart, SD
Scott Picker, WI
Glenn Plumb, SD
Dwight Pogany, SD 
Alan Polenz, OR
Robert Porisch, IA
Robert Ritter, SD
Charlie Rokusek, SD
John Ross Sr., WI
Terry Sampson, SD
John Schmid, CO
James Schmidt, SD
Steve Scott, SD 
David Seaver, MI
Darrel Simon, SD
Orv Smidt, SD
Jim Snyder, SD
Mike Spielmann, NE
Howard Stanley, TX
John Strandell, MN
Gregg Styles, FL
Charles Tibbals, FL
Kenneth Tibble, MI
Arden Trandahl, SD
Spencer Vaa, SD
Cecil Van Tuyl, KS
Mark Wahlstrom, SD
Robert Weisenburger, MI
Herbert Whetstine, MN
Mark Widman, SD
Mike Williams, SD
Dan Winger, SD
Mark Wismer, SD
Walter Wolf, IL

level I Pheasant- $50-$99

Mel Adams, TN
Edwin Anderson, SD
Rich Andresen, SD
Robert Bealka, WI
Harry Bell, MS
Steve Block, WA 
Carl Brakebush, WI
Richard Brick, CA
Dick Brown, SD
John Burrows, NV
Norm Buxcell, SD
David Casler, MO
Stuart Cambell, SD
Craig Connell, SD
John Cooper, SD 
Gary Cowles, AL
Mike Cummings, SD 
Jim Dahlberg, SD
Dennis Darrington, SD
Larry Denison, VA
John Dennis, NV
John Dillon, UT
John Donavan, SD 
Brian Dressing, SD
Mark Duda, CO
Thomas Eaney, KS

Dennis Eckert, SD
Kenton Eisenbeisz, SD
Larry Eisenbeisz, MN
Robert Elbe, WI 
Robert Foxworthy, KY 
Fred Garland, SD
Jim Gilbert, CA
Robert Goggins, MN
Dean Fitzler, SD
Mark Finnegan, SD
Forrest Flint, MN
Kurt Forman, SD
John D Foster, SD
Robert Foxworthy, KY 
Carl Hall, KY
Howard Hanson, MN
Hecla Community 

Sportsman Club
Roger Heedum, NE
Jim Hellebusch, MO
Alene Hix, MO
Ron Island, SD
F. Lee Jackson, AL
Darrell Johnson, SD
Larry Kieft, MI
James LaMaack, CA

Rick Larken, IA 
Ron Lindner, SD
Rob Lippincott, TX
Jerome Loucks, AZ 
Jerry Luewicz, SD 
Jerome Lulewicz, SD
Patrick Lyons, SD
Royce Madsen, SD
Harvey Malon, SD
Terry Mayes, SD
Pat McGarry, SD
Leigh McMasters, SD
Loyal Messerschmidt, SD
Larry Mette, SD
Bill Meyers, SD
Gerald Mohs, ND
Mel Morris, SD
William Mudd, KY
Karlton Nagel, NE 
Karlton Nagel, NE 
Norm Neilan, SD
Gerald Nelson, MN
Jeff Olson, SD
Larry O’Reilly, MO
Gary Palmer, SD
CJ Pete Pedersen, NC

Ron Pesek, SD
Peter Prokop, MI
Timothy Raver, WY
Tom Roberts, SD
Troy Ryan, MN
Arnold Sattler, SD
Donald Sattler, SD
Carey Schave, SD
Chuck & Ginger Scalet, SD
Bruce Schuerenbrand, SD
David Schubauer, SD 
Terry Schupp, AZ
Ken Schroeder, SD
Steven Shoemaker, NE
John Simpson, SD
Curt Tesch, SD
Paul Vinatieri, SD
Gary Wald, SD
Harvey Welch, IL
Winter Brothers, SD
Stephen J Wheeler, SD
Brian Wiswall, SD
Jerry Worsham, WA 
Kenneth Zoellner, CA

level II Deer $100-$249

These tax-deductible contributions will speak volumes for the future of the SDWF’s Wildlife Legacy Council! Please consider your donation today.
Names in ITALICS indicate that the Legacy Member has made their 2008 contribution to the SDWF Wildlife Legacy Council.
Names in ARIAL indicate that the Legacy Member has made their 2009 contribution to the SDWF Wildlife Legacy Council.

Craig Stadtfeld, SD
Marlin Stammer, CA
Dale Wilms, CA
Yankton Area Pheasants 

Forever, SD

29-90 Sportsmen’s Club, SD
Dave Eisenbeisz, CO
Thomas Flesher III, OK
Kenneth Halstrom, SD
Eric Johnson, MN
Virgil Johnson, SD

level III Elk $250-$499
James Juckette, MO
Frank Kocvara, NV
Karl O. Lee, SD
Jim Lemonds, SD
Herb McClellan, SD
Jan Nicolay, SD      

Jeffrey G Olson, SD      
Pheasants Forever Northern 

Oahe Chapter
Tim Rainey, MN 
Gary Seeley, KS

Black Hills Sportsmens 
Club

Ken Greenwood, OK

level Iv Buffalo $500-$999
Max & Stephanie Sandlin, SD
Sportsman’s Club of 

Brown Co.

SD Walleyes Unlimited, SD
Roger Steinberg, MN

Beadle Co. 
 Sportsmans Club
John W. Chapman, PA

level v Eagle - $1000 and above
Dakota Sportsmen 

Inc., SD
Richard Dillon, MN

High Plains Wildlife, SD
Kenneth Michalek, WA
Republic National 

Distributing Company, SD

SD Chapter of NWTF, SD

Aldo Leopold 6  wrote that the good oak tree burning 
in his cabin fireplace had captured sunlight for 80 
years and released it to warm his shack and his spirit.  
Capturing sunlight for energy is what the Sun Grant 
Initiative at South Dakota State University is all about 
(http://bioweb.sungrant.org).  One goal of the sun 
grant scientists is to study how to turn switchgrass into 
ethanol to stick in our gas tank.
Hunters know that a good stand of switchgrass is nest-
ing habitat and cover for pheasants, birds, and other 
wildlife.  Switchgrass holds the soil and prevents ero-
sion into lakes and streams.  Agriculture experts and 
wildlife biologists are studying how best to harvest 
switchgrass for maximum fuel production and maxi-
mum wildlife production.  Their questions are the same 
as those of the dam operators on the Missouri River 
– when to cut, how much, for how long?
Dr. Susan Rupp in the Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries Sciences is at the planning table to help 
answer those questions.  She is studying pheasant 
and duck nesting on 40 acre switchgrass plots that 
are treated in one of three ways: 1) no cutting as a 
“control,” 2) cut in either fall or spring, and 3) cut to 
12 inches or 4 inches.  She is doing this study in five 
different locations to account for differences in soils 
and precipitation.  The experimental design is called 
a randomized block design which will allow her to 
“tease out treatment effects.”  
No results yet but it is good to have a wildlife scien-
tist working at the beginning of what promises to be 
a massive change in South Dakota’s landscape, rather 
than just monitor the decline of species afterwards, as 
was done in the Missouri River situation.
Footnotes
1. Dr. Charles R. Berry is an Adjunct Professor in the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries  Science, 
South Dakota State University, and leader of the Year of Science activities in South Dakota.
2. The history of the Missouri River was recently reviewed in Chapter 4 of the book titled “History of 
Fisheries and Fishing in South Dakota,” which is available from the GFP online store 
(http://www.sdgfp.info/shop.htm) or you can download Chapter 4 for free from the Department of Wildlife 
and Fisheries Science web site (http://wfs.sdstate.edu). 
3. National Research Council. 2002. The Missouri River Ecosystem, Exploring the prospects for 
recovery. National Academy Press.  This 175 page overview is for the layperson and can be down-
loaded for free from www.nap.edu. 
4.  SDSU Graduate Student Brad Young holds the protrusable mouth of a shovelnose sturgeon 
captured from the Missouri River.
5.  Dr. Ken Higgins and other researchers at SDSU found bird mortality almost nonexistent at the 
Buffalo Ridge Wind Resource Area;  Osborn, Robert et al., 2000.  Bird mortality with wind turbines 
at the Buffalo Ridge Wind Resource Area, Minnesota.  American Midland Naturalist 143:41-52.
6.  Leopold, Aldo.  1968.  A Sand County Almanac.  Oxford University Press. (paperback).

Energy Development. . … Continued from page 4
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The message is 
simple:  just tell your 
elected officials you 
support the wilderness 
designation in parts of 
Buffalo Gap National 
Grassland (Indian 
Creek, Red Shirt and 
Chalk Hills).

  TTEEAAMM  GGRRIIMMSSRRUUDD  
Sells South Dakota Hunting Properties 

We have land available and it is SELLING! 
Buying? Give us your specifications 
Selling? Give us your Expectations 

Bob Grimsrud   Wayne Grimsrud 
605-430-9804    605-393-5461 

Broker Associates – Prudential Kahler REALTORS®
2401 W Main St - Rapid City SD 57702 

The Professional Plaza – 550 North Fifth Street Rapid City South Dakota 57701-1375 – 605-343-8800 
Broker Associates With 

        

SD Wild Grassland Coalition:  
Grassland Protection Update

The Coalition thanks all SDWF affiliates for their con-
tinued support of the campaign to designate existing 
federal lands in southwestern South Dakota as wilder-
ness!  We hope the congressional delegation is be-
coming more interested in this proposal and will soon 
consider introducing legislation to create America’s 
first national grassland wilderness right here at home 
in Buffalo Gap National Grassland.  We must keep up 
a statewide drumbeat of support to ensure this.

Chris Hesla    Heather Morijah 
    (Grassroots Outreach 
    Coordinator, Rapid City)
SD Wildlife Federation  SD Wildlife Federation
(605) 224-7524  (605) 593-6072
sdwf@mncomm.com sdwf.rc@gmail.com
County Commissions:
Pennington Co. Commission
315 St. Joseph St., Suite 156
Rapid City, SD  57701
605-394-2171
Custer Co. Commission
447 Crook St.
Custer, SD  57730
605-673-4959
Congressional delegation:
Senator Tim Johnson   
136 Hart Senate Bldg.   
Washington, DC  20510   
800-537-0025 (Sioux Falls)   
http://johnson.senate.gov/contact/   
Senator John Thune
493 Russell Senate Bldg.
Washington, DC  20510
866-850-3855 (Sioux Falls)
202-224-2321 (DC)
h t t p : / / t h u n e . s e n a t e . g o v / p u b l i c / i n d e x .
cfm?FuseAction=Contact.Email
Representative Stephanie Herseth Sandlin
331 Cannon House Bldg.
Washington, DC  20515
866-371-8747 (Sioux Falls)
202-225-2801 (DC)
http://hersethsandlin.house.gov/contact2.htm

That’s where you come in:  we need your help turning 
up the heat.  Would you take a few moments to call or 
write Senators Johnson and Thune and Representative 
Herseth Sandlin?  If you live within Pennington or 
Custer County, would you contact your county com-
missioners?  The message is simple:  just tell your 
elected officials you support the wilderness designation 
in parts of Buffalo Gap National Grassland (Indian 
Creek, Red Shirt and Chalk Hills).  Do you seek an 
ATV-free hunting experience?  Then tell them you 
think it’s important that Indian Creek Road be closed 
to motorized recreation vehicles.  Or tell them why wil-
derness is important to you:  the protection of special 
places for other outdoor activities like hiking, camp-
ing, cross-country skiing, canoeing and birdwatching.  
The protection of open space and the Western way of 
life.  The chance for your children and grandchildren 
to experience prairie lands that are essentially the same 
as when Lewis and Clark passed through South Dakota 
more than 200 years ago.  
Our friend and supporter Tony Dean said it best when 
he told us, “This isn’t about me.  I’ve had my time.  This 
is about our children and grandchildren, and giving 
them the opportunity for a true wilderness hunt—one 
where you don’t have to worry about an ATV coming 
over the next rise and scaring away the mule deer or 
pronghorn you’ve been stalking for hours.”
We greatly appreciate your help!  Contact Chris or 
Heather for more information.  Let us know if you’d 
like us to provide a PowerPoint presentation at an up-
coming club meeting or other get-together like Lions, 
Rotary, Optimists, Kiwanis, etc.  Would you like to 
host a “house party” for a small group of friends or 
neighbors?  Or, if you’re comfortable writing a letter 
to the editor or an op-ed piece for your community’s 
newspaper, we’re happy to help get you started!
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