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Farmers- need a tax deduction this year? Consider donating some grain or land to the SDWF. 
You will get a tax break and your support of the SDWF will help protect the land and wildlife you love.

WHO BUSTS THE ILLEGAL DITCH MOWER?
A mowed ditch on Highway 19 near Park-
er is pictured on June 30, 2016. Photo: 
John Hult/Argus Leader

It’s not legal to mow ditches along state 
highways in early summer, but that 
doesn’t mean people are getting in trou-
ble for breaking the law.

The Department of Transportation rule re-
quiring East River landowners to let the 
grass grow until July 10 is meant to offer 
cover for pheasant chicks, but it’s not al-
ways the most popular rule with farmers.

Farmers would prefer to cut the grass much earlier to make 
hay, and some of them do.

Thomas Andrews isn’t one of them, he said, and he called the 
Argus Leader this week to express his frustration as a farmer 
who abides by the rules. He saw ditches being mowed on 
Highway 11 south of Alcester this week.

“There’s some of us who abide by the law, and we lose a little 
hay here and there,” Andrews said. “There’s no accountabil-
ity right now.”

Andrews called the DOT this week to ask who’s responsible 
for enforcing the rule. The answer is often sheriff’s offices, the 
DOT’s Darin Bergquist said, although any law enforcement 
agency can respond to calls about unauthorized mowing.

“We get reports on it happening and we refer those to the 
local sheriffs, but we haven’t gotten a lot of cooperation,” 
Bergquist said. “I’m not aware of anyone being charged for 
mowing.”

Lincoln County Sheriff Dennis Johnson isn’t aware of charg-
es, but he’s not aware of a deluge of calls from the DOT about 
the issue, either.

“I can’t remember ever receiving (a complaint) from the DOT,” 
Johnson said.

Sheriff Mike Milstead also said it’s rare to get a report about 
mowing, but that deputies respond to every manner of call. 
Sometimes, however, a mowing complaint is handled with a 
warning or an explanation about the rules.

“We have no plan to haul a farmer to jail because they mowed 
a ditch too early,” Milstead said.

The state’s law enforcement officers 
have some responsibility, as well, said 
Major Rick Miller of the South Dakota 
Highway Patrol.

“If we see it, we address it,” Miller said, 
but “it’s not like we’re driving around 
looking for it.”

There’s more to the enforcement ques-
tion than who does the job, though. A 
violation of a DOT administrative rule 
is a class 2 misdemeanor, Miller said, 

which means an officer can’t ticket a person unless they 
see the violation.

A ditch-mowing complaint is similar to a complaint about a 
reckless driver, he said - a trooper needs to see the reck-
less driving before he or she can write a ticket.

“It’s just like speeding: If you don’t do it in my presence, I 
can’t charge it out,” Miller said.

If someone admits to mowing a ditch, the officer, trooper or 
deputy could send the information to the State’s Attorney. 
At that point, it would be up to the prosecutor to decide if a 
charge is necessary.

And then there’s the issue of authorized mowing.

The rule is a compromise, Bergquist said, to balance the 
interest of two competing South Dakota interests: Farming 
and pheasant hunting. But safety is a factor, too.

“As part of that balance, there’s a third piece, and that’s 
safety,” Bergquist said.

DOT mowers don’t drive DOT vehicles when they cut for 
safety, though, so passersby might think there’s a violation 
going on.

“Sometimes we’re out there mowing, and Joe Public doesn’t 
know it’s the DOT,” he said.

When Sheriff Johnson heard about the possible issue on 
Highway 11 Thursday, he went out to take a look. He found 
some spots where authorized mowing took place and a few 
others he couldn’t verify authorization for.

“I found a couple spots on Highway 11 where it has been 
mowed and baled,” Johnson said. “We will look into that.”

 1 888 overbag            or 
1-888-683-7224

Written by John Hult and re-printed with the SF Argus Leader’s permission. 

2016 SAGE GROUSE HUNTING SEASON FINALIZED
Pierre, S.D. - The South Dakota Game, Fish and Parks 
(GFP) Commission voted to re-open the sage grouse hunt-
ing season at their July meeting.

The season has been closed since 2012 based on the num-
ber of male sage grouse counted on annual spring surveys. 
The GFP sage grouse management plan states that the 
season could open again if the spring lek survey count is 
over 250 male sage grouse on all leks. This year’s survey 

revealed a count of 278 male sage grouse.

The two-day season will run from Sept. 17-18 and allows 
40 resident hunting permits with a limit of one sage grouse 
per hunter. If after the first drawing, permits are still avail-
able of the 40 limited, both residents and nonresidents are 
able to apply. Any leftover permits will be available first 
come, first-served.



SDWF to Ask the SD Supreme Court to look at 
the Day Co. Judge’s Decision

A recent circuit court decision by a Day County 
Judge allowed several adjoining landowners 
to stop the public from using Duerre Slough in 
Day County. That decision could be applied to 
dozens or hundreds of other sloughs and lakes 
in South Dakota. This is just one of numer-
ous attempts by landowners to extinguish the 
public’s right to access and use public waters. 
Other attempts to deny sportsmen/women (and 
children) the use of public lands and waters in-

clude vacating township roads that provide access to these lands and 
waters. For all practical purposes, when access is denied, public waters 
and lands essentially convert to private ownership. 

The South Dakota Wildlife Federation (SDWF) supports and agrees with 
the SD Game, Fish and Parks decision to file an appeal to judicially re-
view the Day County Judge’s order prohibiting our members and the gen-
eral public from accessing certain waters held in public trust.  SDWF is 
prepared to file a brief with the South Dakota Supreme Court express-
ing our members’ concerns and arguments, primarily that water held in 
public trust should be accessible by the general public for recreational 
purposes.
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  Executive Director’s Update by Chris Hesla

Executive Director
Chris Hesla

Just as we strongly believe in the right of landowners to enjoy the 
benefits of their land, we also believe in the public’s right to use our 
publically owned lands and waters. To unjustly deny the public use 
of our own property is no different than denying a private landown-
ers use of his or her property. 

SDWF is the ONLY non-governmental organization fighting for 
your rights to hunt, fish and recreate on YOUR lands and water 
here in South Dakota. We are asking you to do at least one of the 
following:

Please go to sdwf.org and join our organization. We welcome resi-
dents and non-residents to become members. For just $25 a year 
you can help us fight to keep most waters in SD open to the pub-
lic’s recreation.

Second, we ask you for a donation to help aid us in our legal costs 
to fight the many battles we are facing.

PLEASE join today to help us protect our hunting and fishing heri-
tage here in SD, not just for us, but for generations yet to come.

SDWF is asking each of YOU OUR MEMBERS to help us; please 
pass this on to your friends ask them to join SDWF we are also 
asking you to help fund us by buying our raffle tickets and dona-
tions directly to SDWF. You can also follow and like and share our 
facebook page and our website sdwf.org.

Now Is the Time to Sign Up For a South Dakota HuntSAFE Class
South Dakota Game, Fish and Parks (GFP) is currently taking registration 
for HuntSAFE classes. Classes are held statewide throughout the year. 
Registration for most classes is available online at gfp.sd.gov/hunt-ed.

Walk-ins are accepted if space is available, but pre-registration is recom-
mended and required for most classes.

“Course availability is limited as hunting seasons draw closer, so signing 
up now is your best bet of getting into a class,” says South Dakota Game, 
Fish and Parks HuntSAFE coordinator, Patrick Klotzbach.

An independent study HuntSAFE class is also available.

“The independent study course allows students to complete the course-
work online, at their own pace, and then attend a 4-6 hour field day,” says, 
Klotzbach. “Not all cities offer this option, but those that do are listed on 
our website.”

Students interested in either the traditional classroom or independent 
study format must register online at gfp.sd.gov/hunt-ed. Those wanting 

to take the independent study option must register for their field day and 
then complete the online course offered at hunter-ed.com/southdakota. 
Students must take the course and print off their field day qualifier certifi-
cate and bring it to the field day.

The traditional classroom course is free, and the independent study Hunt-
SAFE course is $15.

HuntSAFE classes is designed for persons age 12 through 15. If a stu-
dent’s twelfth birthday falls on or between Sept. 1 and Dec. 31, he/she 
may be issued a card and is eligible to obtain a license and hunt begin-
ning Sept. 1 of that year.

Adults are welcome and invited to attend with their student or take the 
course on their own, as many states require certification for adults as well.

For more information on HuntSAFE in South Dakota, visit gfp.sd.gov/
outdoor-learning/hunter-education or call 605.223.7700.
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   President’s Column   by Rich Widman 

President,
Rich Widman

Thank you to Camo Coalition President Bill Antonides for 
writing last month’s column while I was attending the Na-
tional Wildlife Federation’s 80th Annual Meeting in beautiful 
Estes Park, Colorado.  He did an excellent job of explaining 
why we need both the South Dakota Wildlife Federation and 
SDWF Camo Coalition, not to mention why we need ad-
ditional members and funds going forward to continue our 
fight for sportsmen/women in our state. 
We also have a duty to protect the land, air, water, wildlife and 
people across our nation and world. Since 1970, we’ve lost 
more than 50% of our wildlife because of man’s greed and 
selfishness. It makes me wonder if God is saying, “I created 
humans to protect the earth and all its creatures, and you’re 
doing a horrible job! Soon, you will reap what you sow.” 
What will the world look like in 50 years – if we’re still here? 
Will we have lost another 50% of our wildlife, or will people 
have stepped up and done something? A long time ago, 
Chief Seattle said, “When the earth is sick, the animals will 
start to disappear.” If we believe (and as a science-based 
organization, why wouldn’t we?) the 98% of scientists who 
have studied climate change since the 1970s, we know the 
Earth is sick and the animals are disappearing. I believe un-
less we reverse this course, humans are not far behind in 
the extinction process. 
Unfortunately, unless something directly affects people to-
day, it seems they don’t care about it until it’s too late – and 
it’s getting too late! I hope people realize we truly can’t be just 
hook-and-bullet guys/gals and without being environmental-
ists/conservationists also. We’ve got to have a healthy Earth 
to do what we love to do outdoors! Can I get an “Amen”?!
There were not only good people at the NWF Convention; 
there were great people! Some retired, some still working, 
but all gave up their time to make NWF, the affiliates, and 
our country a better place for both humans and critters alike. 
I saw a lot of familiar faces from past conferences, but I 
noticed some new blood as well, which is needed to keep 
NWF the largest, and arguably the most influential, conser-
vation/sporting organization in America. 
People may not realize this, but NWF is our lobbying group 
in Washington D.C., and they use the resolutions we work 
on at the convention as a guide for good legislation. In fact, 
we would not have the hunting, fishing, or other outdoor 
activities we have here in South Dakota without NWF pro-
moting important conservation/sporting bills with our Sena-
tors and Representatives. This year’s resolutions covered 
Conservation Funding, Water Protection, Natural Disaster 
Funding, Climate Transitions, Public Lands and Water, and 
Natural Resource Extractions.
You would be proud of all the hard work that goes into mak-
ing good policy for NWF.  I’m always impressed by how the 
folks at the national level make sure the affiliates are heard 
and point us in the direction we need to be going. Dave 
Ditloff, our regional representative, has done a great job of 
not only keeping us informed about national issues, but also 
helping us with state issues and grants. Thanks, Dave, and 

send me a case of Montana beer!
At the meeting, I worked with the Sporting Caucus where we 
have some very good bipartisan conservation/sporting bills 
working their way through Congress. Some of this legisla-
tion has been 15 years in the making and should pass with-
out any problem. However, what’s very worrisome recently 
is the number of those in Congress who want to give away 
our public lands or sell them to the highest bidder. We must 
fight this at all costs.
On that note, one of the most fascinating speakers at this 
year’s convention was Chad Karges, manager of the Mal-
heur National Wildlife Refuge. I’m sure you remember how 
a group of domestic terrorists, led by brothers Ammon and 
Ryan Bundy, took over the refuge and caused millions of 
dollars in damages, all while claiming they just wanted to 
return it to the people. Guess what? ALL PUBLIC LAND IS 
ALREADY IN PUBLIC HANDS. The group proclaimed they 
were just protecting the Constitution while at the same time 
trampling this sacred document. They intimidated, harassed 
and terrorized the locals who said time and time again that 
they did not want them there. Thankfully, they are now all in 
prison where they belong, including the Bundys, who stole 
millions from the taxpayers.
Be on the lookout for the “Hunting Film Tour” at a location 
near you this year. I was asked to talk about our success-
ful fundraiser for a breakout session on fundraising ideas 
for NWF affiliates, and it looks like it might spread now to 
other states. This year we have plans to show it in Rapid, 
Sioux Falls, Pierre, and Mitchell. We’re looking at Huron and 
Watertown showings also, and they have great clubs, so 
I know they will step up and give the sportsmen/women/
kids a great show. All these showings get people excited for 
hunting and bring in much-needed funds to SDWF Camo 
and local affiliates to help with the expenses of protecting 
our outdoor traditions.
Don’t forget we are in a court battle to keep all our pub-
lic trust waters open as intended.  In case you missed it, 
a judge recently ruled against the people of South Dakota 
and closed a body of water in north central South Dakota. 
Please note: we are the only conservation/sporting organi-
zation that is fighting that ruling.  If allowed to stand, it could 
be the precursor to all non-meandered waters being closed 
to any type of recreation and the loss of hundreds of millions 
of dollars to the state.  If that doesn’t get your buddies who 
like to hunt, fish, boat, swim, etc. to join SDWF, they need 
serious mental health help. (*See previous comments on 
people who won’t do anything until it’s too late.)
Please remember to send in a memorial for a loved one (hu-
man or canine). Include a special hunting story to share with 
the rest of the family at SDWF. Also, we love our legacy do-
nors and those who ask “JUST ONE” friend to join our fight!
I’m looking forward to seeing folks at our annual meeting 
this year on September 9-11th put on by the Whetstone 
Sportsmen in Milbank. Ask your club about being a delegate 
and get involved!

Bipartisan Bill To Enhance Funding For Fish and Wildlife
Bipartisan bill is “a once in a generation opportunity to save 
thousands of at-risk wildlife species.”
Congressman Don Young (R-AK) and Congresswoman Deb-
bie Dingell (D-MI) have introduced the bipartisan Recovering 
America’s Wildlife Act (H.R. 5650) calling for $1.3 billion in 
existing revenue from the development of energy and miner-
al resources on federal lands and waters be dedicated to the 
Wildlife Conservation and Restoration Program to conserve 
a full array of fish and wildlife. 
“We have a once in a generation opportunity to save thousands 
of at-risk wildlife species by investing in proactive, collaborative 
conservation. By modernizing how we fund conservation of the 
full diversity of wildlife, we will bolster our natural resources, 
strengthen our outdoor recreation economy, reduce regulatory 
uncertainty, improve public health, and bolster community re-
silience,” said Collin O’Mara, president and chief executive of-
ficer of the National Wildlife Federation. “We thank Congress-
man Young and Congresswoman Dingell for their exceptional 
leadership on the Recovering America’s Wildlife Act.” 
The Blue Ribbon Panel on Sustaining America’s Diverse Fish 

and Wildlife Resources, comprised of national business and 
conservation leaders, convened in 2015 to recommend a 
new mechanism to sustainably fund fish and wildlife conser-
vation. In March 2016, the Panel recommended that a $1.3 
billion trust fund be created using existing fees from energy 
and mineral development on federal lands and water to sup-
port implementation of State Wildlife Action Plans in every 
state, territory and the District of Columbia.
“As a strong supporter of conservation and sportsmen alike, 
I’m proud to take the lead on an important discussion regard-
ing fish and wildlife conservation across the country,” said 
Congressman Don Young. “While we’ve seen many great 
successes in management and conservation projects in the 
past, this legislation takes a unique approach to allow states 
to make responsible management decisions at home. As 
someone who proudly supports the management of fish and 
game for all Americans – for sportsmen, subsistence purpos-
es, and for future generations – I believe this legislation is a 
responsible first step in developing a path forward.”
“It has been proven over the decades that incredible gains in 
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SDWF’s 71st Annual Summer Convention is scheduled for 
Sept. 9-11, 2016 hosted by the Whetstone Sportsman Club in Mil-
bank The business meetings of the convention is going to be held at 
the Lantern Inn convention center.. The Lantern Inn will be the sight 
of the action auction and Conservation Awards dinner on Saturday 
evening. This year’s Convention has no official business happening 
on Friday the 9th but there will be a social and snacks at the Lan-
tern.

Friday – Sept. 9
 Come out to the Lantern Inn
 • 6:00 PM ~ No host bar with meals available in Lantern restaurant 

Saturday – Sept 10

 • 7:30 AM ~ Registration at the Lantern Inn
 • 8:00 AM ~ SDWF Board of Directors Pre-Convention Meeting
	  Call to Order
	  Consideration of Approval of Absence from meeting   
  for any absent Officer or Director
	  Approval of the Minutes of the Spring Governing   
  Board Meeting
	  Approval of the Treasurer’s Financial Report (see   
  also below)
	  Review and approve any Executive Committee 
  action taken between meetings 
	  Review of any delinquent dues from affiliate clubs   
  not received by July 31st and approval of seating of   
  delegates from delinquent affiliates
	  Any further business
	  Adjourn
 • 8:30 AM: First Session of the 71st Annual Convention   
  Board of Directors, Affiliate Delegates and the public.
 • Call to Order
 • Invocation and Prayer
 • Pledge of Allegiance
 • Seating of the delegates
 • Welcome and opening remarks, 
 • Report from the Executive Director
 • Approval of the Treasurer’s Financial Report
 • Committee Reports:                                                                       
	  By-laws
	  Resolutions
	  Budget and Finance
	  PR and Development 
 • Nominations: Open positions for Sunday’s vote.
 • Short Break
 • 9 AM For the Ladies; A bus tour of local wildlife area and   
  museum with a lunch
 • 10:30 AM ~Tony Leif, SD Dept. of Game, Fish and Parks, Sect.
 • Quick preview of afternoon programs and other options.
 • Noon ~ Lunch will be served $15
 • 1:00 PM ~ SD Sportsmen against Hunger, Director Ron   
  Fowler will address the delegates and Affiliates.
 • 1:30 PM ~ Russ Roberts, to talk about possible future deer  
  management in SD.
 • 2:00 PM ~ SD Attorney General and candidate for the Gov.  
  of SD Marty Jackley is tentatively scheduled to talk.
 • 3:00 PM ~ SD Rep. Mark Mickelson and candidate for Gov.  
  of SD is tentatively scheduled to talk.
 • 4:00 PM Biologist in charge of the introduction of Sturgeon   
  into Bigstone
 • 6:00 PM ~ Social, 2-meat Dinner buffet, Conservation   
  Awards & Auction at the Lantern Inn

Sunday – Sept. 11
The Sunday Morning Session will be held at the Lantern Inn

8:30 AM Registration for newcomers
 • 9:00 AM: CALL TO ORDER
 • Invocation and Prayer
 • Pledge of Allegiance and Conservation Pledge
 • Seating of the delegates
 • Affiliate reports and updates
 • Committee Reports: 
	  Youth Conservation Camp (including Endowment   
  Fund update)
	  Any other updates
 • David Dittloff, NWF Regional Representative and Outreach   
  Coordinator
 • Report from Dave Nauman and Chris Hesla on lobbying 
  efforts/current issues 
 • Report on Camo Coalition
 • Short Break
 • Approval of last year’s financial statement 
 • Further discussion on and adoption of the budget
 • Bids for 2017 Annual Convention
 • Any further business
 • Elections for open positions
 • Oath of Office induction for newly elected directors and 
  officers 
 • Any further resolutions- Bob Jacobson

 • 12:00 Noon lunch break if needed, lunch on your own

 •  2:00 PM: Adjourn

 2:00 PM ~ SDWF Board of Directors Post-Convention Meeting   
  (To include new officers.)
 • Call to Order
 • Consideration of Approval of Absence from meeting for any   
  absent Officer or  Director. 
 • Review and approve any Executive Committee action taken   
  between meetings. 
 • Appointment of the Secretary-Treasurer and Approval by the  
  Governing Board.
 • Approval of the Bond for the Secretary-Treasurer.
 • Approval of employment contracts for Executive Directors   
  and Secretary/Treasurer
 • President: appoint or reappoint Directors-at-Large with 
  Approval of the Governing Board
 • Act on any Application of a Past President within the last 10   
  years if received.
 • Committee Appointments:
	  Resolution Committee - consists of 8 members 
  Articles and By-Laws Committee - consists of 5   
  members
  Endowment Fund Committee - consists of 5 
  members
  Nominating Committee - consists of 5 members
  National Affairs Committee - consists of 5 members
  Budget and Finance Committee - consists of 
  5 members
  Credentials Committee - consists of 5 members 
 • Appointment of the Legislative Lobbyists 
 • Appointment of delegate and alternate delegate to the NWF   
  annual convention
 • Set the fall meeting date, place and time. 
 • Any further discussion on budget, PR and development
 • Any further business.
 • Executive Session
 • Adjourn

71st Annual Convention
Sept. 9, 10, 11, 2016 Schedule of Events

Prices and Fees
Delegate Registration Fee - $15.00
(No delegate registration fee to the general public.)
Friday: No Host Social, and food available in Lantern restaurant
Saturday lunch - $15.00 ● Saturday night 2 Meat buffet - $30.00
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GF&P increasing efforts to band Canada geese
MINER COUNTY — With his scratched arms cradled around the lively, 
belly-up bird, Rocco Murano clenched his pliers down on a shiny, new 
band.
The state’s senior waterfowl biologist loves this time of year, despite the 
annoying “goose hickies” that come with the work.
“They can getcha,” said Murano, referencing the lacerations where Can-
ada geese clawed, scraped and chomped him.
During a recent June morning, Murano and 10 other South Dakota Game, 
Fish & Parks Department employees corralled a gaggle of geese on a 
wetland in Miner County.
As part of collaborative research in the Central Flyway, GF&P staff have 
increased efforts to track Canada geese through banding since 2012. In 
that time, GF&P has banded 8,375 Canada geese in South Dakota, and 
Murano said his department will band about 1,500 more this year.
Banding is the process of capturing a bird and putting a small metal band 
— which has a tracking number — around its foot. Murano and GF&P 
staff conduct banding efforts from late-July until mid-September on differ-
ent species of birds, and the purpose is to calculate survival and harvest 
rates, along with determining population estimates.
To coordinate these banding efforts is quite a treat for Murano, as it was 
about 20 years ago that Canada geese numbers were down significantly, 
a time the bird was in a “restoration phase.”
“Since the late ‘90s, we went out of restoration phrase, and now the 
population has increased very dramatically,” Murano said. “Things have 
changed a lot in a relatively short period of time. It’s a great success story.”
The process of banding
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service estimates there were 155,000 resident 
Canada geese in South Dakota in 2015, and that number was as high as 
270,000 in 2012.
While this year’s population estimate will be available later this month, 50 
geese were slowly pushed toward an area of caged netting on June 22 
in Miner County on one of many days Murano conducted banding work.
To do it, GF&P employees surrounded a large wetland and enticed the 
geese toward a funnel of nets that were set up and led to a trap.
Murano said it’s this time of year adult geese drop their flight feathers 
during an annual molting, and that’s when banding occurs. He explained 
Mother Nature times it so the adult birds are growing their new feathers out 
as the baby geese get bigger and feathered, and they’re learning how to fly.
To push the geese toward the nets, there were people in boats, others 
were in kayaks and some were hiding along the shore. Then, when the 
birds reached the netted area, the geese were fenced in.
Then, banding started.
Hannah Leeper, 22, of White Bear Lake, Minnesota, was hired this sum-
mer as a seasonal employee with GF&P.
The only woman of the group, Leeper said the hands-on style of work 
was what she loved about her third day on the job. The previous day, the 
group banded about 180 geese.
“We got a lot of practice really fast,” she said. “And I feel really comfort-
able handling wildlife.”
Properly banding the geese meant first determining the sex and age of 
the bird. Murano split the birds into four categories, immature male and 
female and adult male and female, to track with differing numbered bands.
“The birds are really far along this year,” Murano said. “We had an earlier 
hatch, which is good for banding.”
With a Canada goose cradled and the wings tucked back, the bander holds 
a leg and squeezes a loosely fit band to the bird’s leg with a pliers. Then, 
the goose is released back to the wetland after noting its age and sex.
American Band Company in Kentucky makes the bands, but they’re or-
dered out of the bird banding lab in Laurel, Maryland, where lucky hunters 
who harvest a banded goose calls to report its numbers.
“That’s where all the data goes,” Murano said.
To report a band, hunters call 1-800-327-BAND or go online at www.re-
portband.gov.
Early hunting seasons
When Murano graduated from high school in Huron in 1997, it was not le-
gal to shoot a Canada goose in Beadle County because there were so few.
That’s changed dramatically, as the past several years there have been 
extremely liberal bag limits and early hunting seasons to help control 
populations.
In 2010, GF&P initiated an attempt to alleviate local agriculture depre-
dation issues and reduce giant Canada goose populations by starting 
a special August Management Take. At the time, there were in excess 
of 200,000 Canada geese in South Dakota, well beyond the population 
objective of 80,000 to 90,000 breeding birds.

Some counties in South Dakota have held an early September Canada 
goose hunting season each year since 1996, but then populations ex-
ploded to kick off the August take.
“These birds have very high survival rates for a game bird, and they have 
four to six goslings annually,” Murano said. “Populations of any species 
can increase quickly with those factors.”
Murano explained this is the first year since 2010 that eastern South Da-
kota will not hold an August Management Take for Canada geese.
From 2010 to 2015, hunters have harvested 145,500 Canada geese dur-
ing the August Management Take, which is only for counties in which 
Canada geese have proven to be nuisances on crops, mainly eastern 
and northeastern South Dakota.
“Harvest and hunting participation were low last year, and they had been 
declining for the past three years,” Murano said. “We heard a lot of nega-
tive comments from hunters, which is one of the main reasons the de-
partment called to bring it forward to eliminate it. We’re going to find out 
through efforts such as banding whether we actually see a reduction in 
harvest or if it stays the same. There’s a possibility the harvest rate stays 
the same because folks will only shoot so many geese, whether it’s Au-
gust or September.”
Instead, South Dakota hunters will begin to hunt Canada geese starting 
on Sept. 3 this year.
A coordinated effort
While Murano and his GF&P banding crew are on the latter half of their 
efforts with Canada geese this year, they’ll continue on other species for 
several weeks.
Geese are typically banded in late-June through July; mourning doves are 
banded in July; and ducks are banded in mid-August until early-September.
Last year, GF&P banded 1,279 ducks in South Dakota and Murano said 
the goal each year is to band “as many as we can get.”
“Some years we’ll band 500 and some years 1,800, and we target primar-
ily mallards,” he said. “It makes for a full summer.”
This is the fifth year in a coordinated effort across the Central Flyway to 
band Canada geese. The Central Flyway includes 10 states — ranging 
north from Montana and North Dakota south to New Mexico and Texas — 
and some Canadian provinces.
Murano said it’s the first time ever there’s been a coordinated banding effort 
in the Central Flyway. Once completed, the analysis of band recoveries will 
aid in the understanding of an indirect population estimate of the species 
in the Central Flyway along with learning regionalized survival estimates.
“We want to see if South Dakota has a lower survival rate, which it likely 
does, because we have a lot of hunting pressure up here,” Murano said.
South Dakota is also reconsidering its objective population goal of Cana-
da geese to be increased from 80,000 to 90,000 resident birds to 125,000 
to 175,000, a range that was agreed upon by a stakeholder group through 
research and population estimates.
“The stakeholder group was sportsmen, farming groups, GF&P agencies, 
and we all came together because we recognized the old objective was 
probably unattainable,” Murano said. “Hopefully this fall, we’ll get it final-
ized for the next five years.”
GF&P commissioners, the governing body of the department, will discuss 
the objective goal at their August meeting. They could finalize the objec-
tive in September.
The point of the objective is to help determine hunting limits, whether they 
should be liberal or conservative. It’s also to find a compromised number 
of Canada geese for sportsmen and landowners, Murano said.
That’s where banding comes in.
“This is an operational thing and a commitment moving forward,” Murano 
said. “We may not band at this level, but we’ll band geese each year. I 
always look forward to it. It gets me out of the office.”



888-OVERBAG

Love the outdoors and need a tax deduction this year? 
If you have a car, van, truck, ATV, or boat that’s 

in reasonably good shape and you aren’t using, 
donate it to the SDWF. You’ll get a nice tax break 

and will feel great knowing you helped our great 
organization protect South Dakota’s outdoors.
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JUST ONE

Gone but not forgotten hunting friends;
In honor of:                                                    by:
Chuck McMullen                                  Rich Widman 
Dec. 2015
 
Gone but not forgotten our special companions;  
In honor of:               Owner:                        by:
Buddy                 Mark Widman            Rich Widman 
Dec. 2015

SD Wildlife Federation Donors 
 

At the 2003 Winter Board Meeting, the SDWF Board created the SDWF Wildlife Legacy Council. The Council was created to allow 
recognition of the people who support SDWF above and beyond their membership and raffle donations. 
 
Thank you to the following donors for their contributions to the SDWF. Please consider becoming a member of the Wildlife Legacy 
Council. SDWF is a 501(c3) non-profit, all donations are tax deductible. These tax-deductible contributions will speak volumes for the 
future of the SDWF’s Wildlife Legacy Council! Please consider your donation today. Donations can be sent to SDWF, PO Box 7075, 
Pierre, SD 57501. 
 
The Legacy Council consists of five different donation levels. These donation levels were revised October 2011 to: Level V Eagle 
$1,000 & above; Level IV Buffalo $501 - $999; Level III Elk $301 - $500; Level II Deer $201 - $300; and Level I Pheasant $100 - 
$200. 
 

May 2016 
LEVEL V EAGLE 
BEADLE CO SPORTSMAN 
  CLUB - SD 
BLACK HILLS SPORTSMAN'S   
  Club - SD 
NAT'L WILD TURKEY FED SD  
  Chapters - SD 
HIGH PLAINS WILDLIFE ASSN 
   - SD 
SPORTSMAN'S CLUB OF  
  BROWN CO - SD 
 

LEVEL IV BUFFALO 
BROOKINGS WILDLIFE  
  FEDERATION - SD 
SD WALLEYE UNLIMITED - SD 
LEVEL III ELK 
29-90 SPORTSMAN'S CLUB - SD 
LEVEL II DEER 
LEMONDS,  TOM - SD 
OUTDOOR SPORTS DAKOTA  
  ARCHERY - SD 
LEVEL I PHEASANT 
CONNELL, CRAIG - SD 

DENISON, LARRY - VA 
DRISCOLL, DANIEL - SD 
FREESE, MARK - SD 
HECLA COMMUNITY 
  SPORTSMEN - SD 
HEIDELBAUER, JEFF - SD 
HIX, ALENE - ID 
KASISCHKE, CARL - MI 
LINDNER, RONALD - SD 
LIPPINCOTT, ROB - TX 
MARSHALL, LUTHER - TX 
MELBY, DAVID - MN 
MORRIS, MEL - MI 

MOSTAD, LAYNE - SD 
NITTEBERG, GALE - SD 
PALMER, GARY - SD 
PLAVEK, KEITH - IL 
ROMANS, JAY - NC 
RUMPCA, HAL - SD 
SD BOWHUNTERS INC - SD 
SKYBERG, DUANE - SD 
STANFORTH, MARK - CO 
STORHAUG, DALE - SD 
YONKOVICH, JACK - SD

March 2016 
LEVEL IV BUFFALO 
ZOELLNER, KENNETH - CA 
LEVEL III ELK 
BRICK, RICHARD - CA 
O'REILLY, LARRY - MO 
LEVEL II DEER 
CAMPBELL, STUART - SD 
PARCEL, KERRY - SD 

LEVEL I PHEASANT 
AKKERMAN, STEPHEN - MN 
BAGAUS, TERRY - MN 
BERBERICH, CRAIG - MN 
BOETEL, BENNIE - SD 
BORMANN, DANIEL - WI 
CENTER, CHUCK - MI 
DIVICH, DUANE - TX 

ECKERT, DENIS - SD 
ELBE, ROBERT - WI 
EVANS, RALPH - FL 
FOXWORTHY, ROBERT - KY 
GOEDE, DAN - SD 
JOHNSON, ERIC - MN 
JOYCE, GARY - SD 
LEBEDA, CHARLES - SD 

LEVISEN, ARLO - SD 
MEDEIROS, PAUL - CA 
MILLER, RICHARD - SD 
NORDBY, DAVID O. - NY 
OLSON, MURDEAN - SD 
SAMPSON, TERRY - SD 
STARNER, THOMAS - PA 

 

December 2015 
LEVEL V EAGLE 
CHAPMAN, JOHN W. - PA 
LEVEL III ELK 
JOHNSON, VIRGIL - SD 
LEVEL II DEER 
SATTLER, ARNOLD - SD 
LEVEL I PHEASANT 
AYLER, JOHN - KS 

BLACKBURN, JOHN - SD 
BURNS, KENDALL - CA 
CARLSON, CRAIG - CO 
COOPER, JOHN - SD 
DEBOER, JAY - SD 
DILLON, JOHN - UT 
EISENBEISZ, DAVID - SD 
FENSTRA, HARRY - MN 
GILBERT, DAVE - SD 

GORS, JOHN - SD 
GROS, WERNER - CO 
HAMM, GARY - KY 
HOCH, JAMES - CA 
JOHNSON, LYNN E - SD 
MCMASTERS, LEIGH - SD 
MILLER, LARRY - SD 
MUNDON, KENT - SD 
OCHOCKI, ROBERT - CA 

REGINA, CHARLES - SD 
RITER, JR., ROBERT - SD 
ROMANS, JAY - NC 
RUSSELL, ALEX - AK 
STANFORTH, WINFIELD - CO 
WISWALL, F HERBERT - SD 

 

November 2015 
LEVEL IV BUFFALO 
ZOELLNER, KENNETH   
   - CA 

LEVEL II DEER 
HALLSTROM, KEN - SD 
 

LEVEL I PHEASANT 
MESSERSCHMIDT,   
   LOYAL - SD 

MOSTAD, LAYNE - SD 

 

October 2015 
LEVEL III ELK 
LOOS, PAUL - MI 
LEVEL II DEER 
KIEFT, LARRY - MI 
STAMMER, MARLIN R - CA 
LEVEL I PHEASANT 
ADAMS, MEL - TN 

AYLESWORTH JR., ROBERT 
   - CA 
BRAKEBUSH, CARL - WI 
BROWN, ALLEN B. - SD 
DAVIDSON, JOHN - SD 
GREGORY, J.T. - GA 
HAY, MARY & JERRY - WI 

HOFFMAN,  CHARLES - SD 
HOWELL, TOM - MI 
KLUSMANN, JAY - SD 
KOTECKI, DAVID - MI 
LEMONDS,  JIM - SD 
NELSON, LAWRENCE - SD 
PAXTON, GARY - OK 

PETERS, DUANE - SD 
SCHREIBER, LAWRENCE - MN 
VAA, SPENCER - SD 
WISWALL, BRIAN T. - SD 

 

September 2015 
No legacy donations for this month. 
 

August 2015 
LEVEL V EAGLE 
BEADLE CO SPORTSMAN 
   CLUB - SD  
BH SPORTSMAN'S Club - SD 
NAT’L WILD TURNKEY FED 
   SD CHAPTERS - SD 
 

HIGH PLAINS WILDLIFE 
   ASSOCIATION - SD 
LEVEL IV BUFFALO 
BROOKINGS WILDLIFE 
   FEDERATION - SD 
SD WALLEYE UNLIMITED - SD
  

SPORTSMAN'S CLUB OF 
   BROWN CO - SD 
LEVEL III ELK 
29-90 SPORTSMAN'S CLUB - SD 
PHEASANTS FOREVER 
   YANKTON - SD 
 

ROCKY MOUNTAIN ELK FOUND 
   BIG SIOUX CHPTR - SD 
LEVEL I PHEASANT 
HECLA COMMUNITY 
   SPORTSMEN - SD 

July 2015 
LEVEL V EAGLE 
CHAPMAN, JOHN W. - PA 
ROBERTS, STEVEN - MN 
LEVEL IV BUFFALO 
WORDEN, JAMES - NE 
LEVEL III ELK 
O'REILLY, LARRY - MO 
LEVEL II DEER 
PESEK, RON - SD 
SCHEURENBRAND, BRUCE 
   - CA 

LEVEL I PHEASANT 
AXLEN, GARY - WI 
BARNES, RONNIE - NC 
BEALKA, ROBERT - SD 
BETTMENG, PAUL - SD 
BISGARD, CURT - SD 
BORING, W. HAROLD - GA 
CONNELL, CRAIG - SD 
COOPER, JOHN - SD 
CROUCH, GARY - TX 
DENEKE, DARYL - SD 
ELBE, ROBERT - WI 

FREESE, MARK - SD 
HEEDUM, ROGER - NE 
HOOVE, DEAN - CO 
JONES, DONALD - CO 
KLUTTZ, HENRY - NC 
KURTENBACH, AELRED - SD 
LINDNER, RONALD - SD 
LOE, ALAN - CA 
LUTZ, BOB - ID 
MERTHAN, CLAUDIA - SD 
MOUSEL, BRAD - SD 
NESS, LARRY - SD 

O'KEEFE, DAN - MN 
PALMER, GARY - SD 
PICKART, PHILLIP - SD 
RAINEY, TIMOTHY - MN 
RILEY, MIKE - MO 
SCHERSCHLIGHT, JEFFRY - SD 
SIMPSON, JOHN - SD 
WEST, JOHN - SD 
YAISSLE, JACK - PA

 

June 2015 
LEVEL IV BUFFALO 
ZOELLNER, KENNETH - CA 
LEVEL I PHEASANT 
DENISON, LARRY - VA 
JOHNSON, DARRELL -  SD 
KEELER, CHARLES - MN 
NEISSL, E.J - AR 
MCGUIRE, ARVID - WI 

                                Ranger Aluminum
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Pheasant Experts: Planned Habitat Vital, Worth The Effort

JUST ONE

The pheasant is not only important in South Dakota for its 
cultural value, but also for what it contributes to the econ-
omy. In 2015, more than 150 thousand hunters harvested 
more than one point two million pheasants in South Da-
kota. Nearly 85 thousand hunters came from out of state. 
They poured millions of dollars into local economies. 
South Dakota isn’t a pheasant destination by accident.
Pheasant experts say that habitat always starts with 
grass. Brian Pauly is a biologist with the South Dakota 
Game Fish and Parks Department. He says there won’t 
be pheasants in the fall if their nests don’t survive the 
spring. Some grassy areas are better than others. Take, 
for example, this 12 acre patch of land just outside of Huron.
Some of the grasses here will grow six feet tall, which Pauly says is great 
cover for pheasants. Wildflowers will bloom throughout the summer, punc-
tuating the vibrant green with patches of white, yellow, pink, and purple. 
Pauly says this grassland restoration project contains 30 to 40 different 
species of native plants.
 “It’s an ever changing environment as different species start to bloom, and 
different species of grass start to grow,” Pauly says.
That diversity is important, because it helps ensure a steady diet of insects 
as pheasant chicks grow. Pauly says people in his office can help provide 

technical guidance and support for projects like this. 
There’s a variety of programs landowners can access 
to help put or keep grassland on the ground. Another 
example near Huron: state funds paid for part of the 
fencing materials around a portion of land in exchange 
for an agreement from the landowner to not grow crops 
there for ten years. The farmer is still allowed to use it 
for grazing and haying. Pauly says the idea is to farm 
the best and leave the rest.
“Almost every producer has some acres on their prop-
erty that don’t produce as well as the others,” Pauly 
says. “But those are often the acres that perform best 

for growing grass. And so it can be a real symbiotic relationship between 
conservation and farming practices. It doesn’t have to be just a one or the 
other type of scenario.”
Day County farmer Jamie Reetz is putting that idea into practice. He’s got 
food plots and a pollinator habitat. He also has land in the Conservation Re-
serve Program. When enrolled in CRP, farmers take land out of production 
and plant species to improve the environment, in exchange for a rental pay-
ment from the federal government. Reetz says he loves wildlife and wants his 
sons to experience the benefits that come with ample habitat. But, he says, 
it’s work. And farming is a business. He says sometimes high commodity 

species conservation have been made with dedicated sources of funding,” Rep. 
Dingell said. “The Restoring America’s Wildlife Act builds off the successes of 
previous efforts including Pittman-Robertson, Dingell-Johnson, and the Land 
and Water Conservation Fund by giving state fish and wildlife agencies addi-
tional resources they need to proactively manage at-risk wildlife species. I am 
proud to introduce this legislation with my Republican colleague from Alaska, Mr. 
Young. We both love the outdoors and know we must work hard to protect our 
natural resources. To some we may seem the odd couple but together we believe 
we can get something done that will help bring conservation into the 21st Century 
and complement the other successful programs that are currently in place.”
“America’s hunters, anglers, recreational shooters, and boaters have been the 
primary funders of state-based conservation efforts to this day,” said Congressio-
nal Sportsmen’s Foundation President Jeff Crane. “This recommendation simply 
uses funding for conservation from other sectors that use our natural resources.”
 “Hunters, anglers, recreational shooters and motorized boaters, through fees 
and licenses, have been the backbone of funding the conservation of Amer-
ica’s fish and wildlife. Over the years these original conservationists have 
greatly enhanced the State’s ability to perform science-based management 
of fish and wildlife species throughout the country,” said Dave Chanda, Presi-
dent of the Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies and Director of New Jer-
sey Division of Fish and Wildlife. “Today we find ourselves at a critical cross-
road and impending fish and wildlife crisis that could alter our children and 
grandchildren’s opportunities to enjoy these resources. If we want to secure 
the future of all of America’s fish and wildlife resources, a fundamental en-
hancement in how we finance conservation is essential. We believe the right 
path is to begin investing now in a 21st century vision for fish and wildlife.”
Facts about HR 5650 - The Problem: America’s Wildlife in Crisis Our nation 
has been blessed with a diverse array of fish and wildlife –Many of which are 
so iconic, they symbolize our country’s bounty. However, many of these spe-
cies are at a crisis point. State fish and wildlife agencies, the first line defense 
for conserving fish and wildlife resources, have identified 12,000 species in 
greatest need for conservation action. Species including monarch butterflies 
and other pollinators, American Oystercatcher and hundreds of other bird 
species, salamanders and turtles – all once had abundant populations but 
are now facing steep declines due to habitat loss, disease, or other threats. 
Without the ability to direct focused conservation measures, these and hun-
dreds of other species are facing risk of becoming threatened or endangered. 
The Need for Dedicated Funding  - State fish and wildlife agencies are 
tasked with managing our fish and wildlife, and they have shown great suc-
cess in restoring other species that were once on the brink – like white-tailed 
deer, turkeys, elk, and more. The difference is that these wildlife, and oth-
ers that are hunted or fished, have dedicated funding for their conservation 
through license fees and excise taxes on hunting and fishing equipment re-
sulting in 80% of agency funding coming from just a small slice of the Ameri-
can public. However, the thousands of wildlife that aren’t hunted or fished do 
not have a similar dedicated funding stream and they are falling through the 
cracks. In many cases, no action is taken until a species is officially listed 
under the federal Endangered Species Act, a bill originally intended to be an 
“emergency room” measure. Once a species reaches that point it is much 
harder and more expensive to recover a species and there are regulatory 
hurdles that make doing business more challenging. Proactive conservation 
is good for wildlife, good for taxpayers and good for business.
 Implementing the Action Plans- Recognizing this need, in 2000, Congress 
created the State and Tribal Wildlife Grant program to prevent wildlife from be-
coming endangered in every state. As part of that, every state was required to 
develop a State Wildlife Action Plan that assessed the health of wildlife within 

the state and outlined the conservation actions necessary to sustain them. Col-
lectively, these State Wildlife Action Plans form a nationwide strategy to prevent 
wildlife from becoming listed under the Endangered Species Act. Through the 
course of this planning process, the states determined that there are 12,000 
species of greatest conservation need. While the State and Tribal Wildlife Grant 
program has been appropriated $50-100 million dollars each year, the program 
is funded at only a fraction of what states need to conserve these species. A 
survey of all the State Wildlife Action Plans revealed that $1.3 billion annually 
is what it would cost to implement 75 percent of every state’s plan. Based on 
average funding from annual appropriations, current funding is only 4.65% of 
what is necessary to conserve our nation’s species of greatest conservation 
need. As a result, states are forced to focus only on just a very few species, 
with many more at-risk and heading towards becoming endangered. Recover-
ing America’s Wildlife Act (H.R. 5650) The Recovering America’s Wildlife Act is 
the solution we need to address Conservation and Restoration Account – $650 
million from existing revenues from energy development on the outer continen-
tal shelf and $650 million from existing revenues from mineral development on 
federal lands. These funds currently go into the U.S. Treasury. The Land and 
Water Conservation Fund is also funded from offshore oil and gas receipts 
and would remain as a separate account. The Recovering America’s Wildlife 
Act implements the recommendations of the Blue Ribbon Panel on Sustaining 
America’s Diverse Fish and Wildlife Resources. This nonpartisan panel of 26 
visionary leaders, representing outdoor recreation retailers and manufacturers, 
the energy industry, sportsmen’s groups, and other conservation organizations, 
was convened by the Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies to develop rec-
ommendations on providing secure funding for all of our nation’s fish and wild-
life. The members agreed that pro-active conservation is cost-effective and can 
save wildlife and taxpayer dollars well before listing becomes necessary. The 
panel reviewed many options and determined that using funding from existing 
revenues from the use of our non-renewable natural resources was a pragmatic 
and logical solution that would mutually benefit America’s industries and agen-
cies as well as our shared fish, wildlife, and economic heritage.
 A Proven Mechanism - By allocating funds to the Wildlife Conservation and 
Restoration subaccount within the Pittman-Robertson Federal Aid in Wildlife 
Restoration Fund, the Recovering America’s Wildlife Act takes advantage of 
an existing funding mechanism that has been shown to work for wildlife resto-
ration for over 75 years. The Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration account chan-
nels revenues paid by sportsmen when they purchase hunting gear back to 
state fish and wildlife agencies. These agencies have a proven track record of 
using those funds wisely and effectively, having restored native game popula-
tions around the country. The Wildlife Conservation and Restoration program 
provides funding to each state, territory, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, 
and the District of Columbia based on a formula of land area and population; 
states will receive between 1 and 5 percent of the total amount. States must 
provide a 25 percent match, leveraging these federal funds even further.
 Accountability through State Wildlife Action Plans - These funds will be 
used by each state to safeguard wildlife and their habitat as laid out in their 
existing, congressionally mandated State Wildlife Action Plans. These plans 
provide accountability and oversight because states can only use these funds 
on work that is identified within the Action Plans. These plans must be up-
dated every ten years with the latest science, require public input, and are 
approved by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Conservation efforts could in-
clude reintroduction of imperiled species, conserving and restoring important 
habitat, fighting invasive species and disease, and more. States also can use 
a portion of the funds for wildlife-related recreation such wildlife viewing, na-
ture photography, and trails. In addition, they can improve conservation edu-
cation efforts to engage the next generation of our nation’s wildlife stewards.
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Sportsmen/women- Want to help fund SDWF and the Youth Conservation Camp plus reduce your taxes this year?  Donate stocks and land to the SDWF. You not only won’t have to pay 
taxes on those assets, you will pay less tax because of your generosity!

JUST ONE
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Pheasant Hunt

2016 South Dakota Wildlife Federation Buffalo & Wings Shoot

Private land located in Central South Dakota  •  Drawing to be held Milbank, SD, Sept. 9-11, 2016
Void where prohibited by law. Your presence or contribution not necessary to win.

SDWF, PO Box 7075, Pierre, SD 57501  •  (605) 224-7524

  Winner’s Choice Of:
❖  A four-day pheasant hunt for two hunters
❖  A three-day pheasant hunt for three hunters
❖  A two-day pheasant hunt for four hunters
❖  A cash prize of $700

Pheasant Hunt
$10 ea.

or
3 for $25
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Buffalo Shoot

2016-2017 South Dakota Wildlife Federation Buffalo & Wings Shoot

❖  This is a guided shoot in Custer State Park located in southwestern South Dakota  ❖
These bulls average two years old  ❖  Drawing to be held at Convention in August 2017

  Winner’s Choice Of:
❖  A guided buffalo shoot during the 2017 Fall Season.
 Rifle or bow allowed for the shoot
❖   A cash prize of $1,500

Custer State Park Buffalo Shoot $10 ea.
or

3 for $25

SDWF, PO Box 7075, Pierre, SD 57501  •  (605) 224-7524Void where prohibited by law. Your presence 
or contribution not necessary to win.

prices drive farmers to put land into production, rather than leave it in CRP.
“At the time of the high corn, especially, so many of these CRP acres which 
is the poorer ground got takenout and put into production which probably 
never should have happened,” Reetz says. “But I don’t blame people for 
doing it. They saw the big dollars with the seven, eight dollar corn. Now 
we’re back in check with the three dollar corn, that I think a lot of this poorer 
ground is going to go back into a CRP program, or some type of program.”
Reetz says when commodity prices are lower it makes sense economically 
to put the poorer ground into CRP because it carries more income in the 
long run.
“It has to be common sense, the price has to be right, and there can’t be too 
much red tape or too many stipulations on these programs,” Ben Lardy says.  
Ben Lardy is a biologist with Pheasants Forever, in partnership with the 
Natural Resources Conservation Service and the South Dakota Game Fish 
and Parks Department. Part of his job is to help educate farmers about 
conservation options. He says while some programs don’t have a financial 
benefit, there are several that help the bottom line as well. He says he un-
derstands the need for balancing land use.
“Anything we can do whether it’s an acre or a hundred acre is still going to be 
beneficial,” Lardy says. “CRP for pheasants is king for habitat there. But down 
the road, you know, we have to feed the world. I mean we have an increasing de-
mand for production. They’re not making any more land. We have to get creative 
with how we can target our habitat strategies and try to maybe shift it towards a 
working lands system. But there’s no question, there’s still going to be room for 
CRP, for idle lands. It’s finding those right spots that maybe aren’t ideal to farm.”
Lardy says there’s currently a high interest among farmers to put acres in 
CRP. Travis Runia is the senior upland game bird biologist with the Game 

Fish and Parks Department. He says CRP grassland is the most important 
pheasant habitat in the state.
“Back in 2007 we had about 1.5 million acres on the ground. Right now we 
have about 950,000 acres,” Runia says. “And our pheasant population has 
declined over the last five years as some of these CRP acres have declined.”
He says there are limited acres allowed to enroll in the program and a rank-
ing system that gives priority to other states. This is hindering the presence 
of CRP land in South Dakota.
“If this trend continues we’re going to see CRP acreage decline by prob-
ably another 150,000 acres here over the next two to three years, which is 
extremely alarming and very much concerning for the future of pheasants 
in South Dakota,” Runia says.
Experts say there are two main reasons why all of this matters. First, the 
pheasant is the state bird, and an icon of South Dakota. And second, 
pheasants bring the state money. Game, Fish and Parks statistics show 
pheasant hunters spent over170 million dollars in the state in 2015. More 
than 140 million came from out of state hunters. Biologist Brian Pauly says 
that’s a good reason for all South Dakotans to care about pheasant habitat.
“A lot of that money is going to some of our small communities that really 
rely on that as a major boost to their local economies,” Pauly says. “So not 
only are we talking about a significant amount of money economically, but 
it’s a significant amount of money for these communities as a whole.”
Experts add there’s at least one other reason to care about pheasant habi-
tat in South Dakota: what’s good for the state bird is also often good for 
other animals, like butterflies, bees, and deer. They say good habitat can 
positively impact water quality and soil health as well.


