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PEOPLE ARE FLOCKING TO STATE’S OUTDOORS
People are flocking to state’s outdoors

South Dakota’s wide-open spaces were a huge draw to 
people told to socially distance this year as camping, fishing 
and hunting participation has skyrocketed. 

“Fishing in South Dakota has been fantastic this year,” said 
Heather Villa, Game, Fish and Parks Wildlife Administration 
Section Chief “Beautiful weather paired with Governor Noem’s 
message that ‘The Outdoors are Open’ drove traffic to the water.

“We sold nearly 31,000 more fishing licenses this year when 
comparing to our three-year average Over 245,000 anglers 
sought solace in the safety of having a fishing pole in their 
hand while socially distancing:”

Prior to Covid, the state knew it needed to tum around the 
disturbing trend of declining participation in outdoor activities, 
particularly hunting.

When the pandemic first hit last spring, parks, playgrounds and 
campgrounds initially were shuttered.  They quickly reopened 
when it became apparent people could safely use the facilities 
and needed the opportunity to get outside.

Expanded participation continued into bunting, particularly 
among young people and first time hunters.

Villa said “2020 has shown an increase in youth hunting, 
specifically in mentored big game hunting. We had a record 
number of licenses sold. It is crucial for the longevity of our 
outdoor traditions that the next generation is introduced to 
hunting in a familial setting.”

Overall, there was a “6.7 percent increase in unlimited licenses, 
such as small game and fishing;’ Villa said.  “We have seen 
particularly impressive increases for nonresident recruitment 
as well as resident reactivation which has more than doubled 
the previous year for residents.

“Spreading the message that the outdoors is open and safe 
while encouraging folks to recreate responsibly has certainly 
made an impact on participation.”

The increased participation was great news to Zach Hunke, 
president of the South Dakota Wildlife Federation. Hunke, 
a Watertown resident, said his organization has worked to 
increase outdoor activity particularly among young people. 

“Those are some pretty remarkable numbers,” he said. “It is a 
great sign of the times. I think Covid has given us the unique 
ability to reactivate and recruit new families into outdoor activities.

“Families are re-engaging in the outdoors because of the 
cancellation of other activities. Hopefully, we can keep them 
active.”

Hunke and Villa both noted that South Dakota’s outdoor 
activities are based on the North American Model of Wildlife 
Conservation, which essentially says that all wildlife and the 
outdoors are part of the public trust.

In our state, like many others, conservation efforts are largely 
funded by the users, whether it is hunting, fishing or camping.

Until recently, hunting participation has been declining, 
pressuring wildlife and conservation budgets. But across the 
country, Covid has caused participation, particularly among 
youth to skyrocket.

In South Dakota, the number of junior combination licenses 
jumped nearly 2,100 over 2019 to 8,748.

On the fishing side, nearly 19,000 more South Dakotans 
and nearly 18,000 more out-of-state residents bought fishing 
licenses. “A big driver of the out-of-state fishing licenses 
probably was the fact that Minnesota shut down their fishing 
for a period of time,” Hunke said.

Villa noted that increasing both in-state and out-of-state 
participation is critical.

GF&P has renewed its focus or promoting the outdoors, 
she said, because “not only are we stewards of our parks, 
fisheries, habitat and wildlife, but we help to drive economic 
development and impact our hometown communities that 
directly ties back to our quality of life and why we live here.”

Earlier this year, Gov. Noem created a group to spearhead 
a SD Pheasant Hunting Marketing Campaign, a three-year 
program to invest money in digital search and other marketing 
efforts.

Villa said the 2020-2022 campaign is called Hunt the Greatest 
and is designed to ensure South Dakota is known as “the best 
place to hunt pheasants and to help drive economic impact 
across the state”

It targets audiences in 16 states, she said, traditionalists, 
adventure hunters and lapsed youth as well as females of all 
ages. The campaign uses social media influencers, press-
events, television, magazine, radio, pod casts and targeted 
digital messages.

The goal is to remind people, Villa said, that “South Dakota is, 
after all where one hunts the greatest land, lives the greatest 
traditions, and makes the greatest memories:

Brad Johnson is a SDWF Board member, Watertown 
businessman and journalist who is active in state and local 
affairs.

SEE PAGE 8 for YOUR CHANCE AT THIS YEARS RAFFLE
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1. Shooter Stage
Hunters at this stage simply want to do a lot of shooting, 
be it doves, ducks, squirrels, rabbits or even deer (in 
which case shooting opportunities are acceptable too). 
They want to test their shooting abilities, as well as that 
of their rifle or shotgun. These hunters are beginners 
and are often young as well.
2. Limiting-Out Stage
Eventually, simply burning through a lot of ammunition 
is no longer sufficient. Hunters at this stage still gain a 
lot of satisfaction from shooting, but now the number of 
birds or animals bagged becomes important too, and 
limiting-out, or filling a tag, is the gold standard.
3. Trophy Stage
Eventually the weight of the game bag becomes less 
important and the emphasis shifts from quantity to 
quality. Hunters at this stage gain satisfaction from 
being selective in taking game, such as a duck hunter 
who shoots only greenheads, a turkey hunter who 
only shoots long beards, or a deer hunter who takes 
only mature bucks. These hunters often travel long 
distances to hunt trophy animals.

4. Method Stage
For this hunter, taking game is still important, but more 
important is how that game is taken. True satisfaction 
comes from the method used to take game, with 
particular emphasis on more challenging methods 
such as archery or muzzle loading. This hunter will 
spend a lot of time scouting and using trail cameras, 
studying their quarry and practicing hunting skills such 
as calling and, in the case of a deer hunter, may even 
choose to target one specific animal.
5. Sportsman Stage
After many years in the field, the hunter begins to 
place the emphasis on the total hunting experience. 
Being in the outdoors, enjoying the company of friends 
and family, and seeing nature in all its beauty, now 
outweigh the need for taking game. These hunters 
often turn to mentoring other younger hunters for 
ultimate satisfaction.

5 Stages of a Hunter: 
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South Dakota’s family-value platform is second to 
none. For me, that platform is founded in our outdoor 
recreation and particularly hunting and fishing 
opportunities.

Outdoor opportunities and more specifically access are 
the largest factors in my desire to work for you as the 
current South Dakota Wildlife Federation President. 
Finding a balance between productive agriculture 
while safeguarding fish and wildlife and their habitat, 
as well as access to these natural resources, is an 
area of extreme importance to our state.

Quality habitat, clean waters, and public opportunity 
play major roles in our economy and quality of life. 
The South Dakota Executive branch, Legislative 
branch and Game Fish and Parks Commission must 
continue to recognize the price of opportunity lost with 
the depletion of our natural resources.

The legislator will be tasked with the Governor’s 
move to combine the Department of Agriculture 
and Department of Natural Resources.  SDWF is 
studying the possible ramifications of this move. 
South Dakotan’s must be vigilant in the protection of 
our natural resources, and it is imperative we continue 
to have mutually beneficial relationships with our 
lawmakers and let our opinions be heard.  If you have 
not already done so, please consider signing up to 
for the free Legislative Daily Update provided by the 

SDWF CAMO Coalition. The Legislative Daily Update 
provides current information during South Dakota’s 
legislative session to keep you in the know. The free 
sign-up can be found at sdwfcamo.net.  

There will be a couple new appointments to the South 
Dakota Game Fish and Parks Commission. Our Game 
Fish and Parks Commission is tasked with putting your 
license dollars to work.  The Department of Game Fish 
and Parks, like many other states, is primarily funded 
from its outdoor users. Appointments are made by 
the Governor of South Dakota. The South Dakota 
Wildlife Federation continues to monitor and work with 
the South Dakota Game Fish and Parks Commission 
on a monthly basis.  The Commission meetings are 
typically held the first Thursday and Friday of every 
month.  These meetings are now being held via zoom 
to allow more users to take part during the Covid-19 
pandemic.  Monthly meeting information can be found 
at https://gfp.sd.gov/commission/information/.

Future generations require opportunity and access 
in order to have the “hook setting” life experiences I 
was graced with growing up in South Dakota. Fighting 
for our outdoor heritage is something I am passionate 
about.  Working together is the cornerstone of making 
our voices heard. SDWF will continue to be the most 
influential group representing the sportsman of our 
great state! As we must not ever forget, we are simply 
borrowing our land and water from future generations.

   President’s Column   by Zachery T. Hunke 

President,
Zachery T. Hunke

Executive Director’s Update - By Chris Hesla

Two of the most important components of the 
SDWF mission are the annual Conservation Camp 
for young adults and the lobbying efforts of SDWF-
Camo to protect our rights to hunt and fish in South 
Dakota. Lobbying is a very interesting job to say the 
least. There are times that you are the only one in 
the room to testify in favor of or against a certain 
bill. As in life, it is always easier to be on the popular 
side although being on the popular side does not 
guarantee victory in the political arena.

SDWF is a very strong political player in our state 
legislature and we have gained trust while creating a 
very good working relationship with a majority of the 
lawmakers. This has been accomplished in several 
ways. First and foremost is my friend and fellow 
lobbyist, David Nauman who has been SDWF’s 
lobbyist for over 30 years. Dave has continually 
provided accurate data, given truthful testimony, 
listened to all sides and worked toward an amicable 
ending for everyone. 

The “Open Fields” Bill was introduced today on the 
behalf of Gov. Noem. “Open Fields” if passed, would 

greatly hamper the ability of our SD Conservation 
Officers to do compliance checks on private land. 
Compliance checks include checking for proper 
licensing and limits by hunters on private lands. This is 
different then checking your house which is protected 
by the 4th Amendment, this is considered your 
curtilage and does not have the same protections. 
“Open Fields” is something ALL law enforcement 
people can use to protect and serve.

As always, we could not effectively lobby or have the 
impact that SDWF has in the legislature without YOUR 
generous donations to our “lobbyist fund” or without 
the many members who take time out of their daily 
lives to write an email, make a phone call or show up 
at their local cracker barrel and question their local 
legislator as to their intentions and how they plan to 
vote on issues important to us. There is still time to 
receive my daily legislative e-mails. Go to sdwf.org/
actionalerts/ and sign up for our free daily Legislative 
e-mails.

Thank-you for all you do, together we do make a 
difference!

Executive Director  by Chris Hesla 

      Executive Director
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December 22, 2020

South Dakota’s billion-dollar outdoor recreation economy boomed in 2020, 
providing a much-needed economic boost in several business sectors while 
giving hope to wildlife management agencies that they can reverse a long-
term decline in the number of licensed hunters and anglers.

As movie theaters closed, concerts were canceled, stores shut down and other 
indoor activities were curtailed by efforts to slow the spread of COVID-19, 
tens of thousands of South Dakotans turned to the outdoors for stress relief 
and entertainment in 2020. State park visitation reached near-record levels; 
online birding groups saw membership skyrocket; campgrounds struggled to 
keep up with demand and the sale of hunting and fishing licenses boomed.

Despite waiving entry fees and not collecting visitor information for almost 
two months at the start of the pandemic, state park visitation in 2020 has 
been roughly 31% higher than it was in 2019, said Al Nedved, deputy director 
of the South Dakota Game Fish and Parks Department’s parks division. 

“It was pretty evident early on that the outdoors were going to be a place 
where people could exercise or just relax or whatever they like to do and do 
it safely,” Nedved said. 

Bird-watching has grown in popularity during the pandemic as people 
looked for low-cost, easily accessible outdoor activities to compensate 
for the suspension of many indoor activities. Photo: Bart Pfankuch, South 
Dakota News Watch

The South Dakota Ornithologists’ Union, which runs the state’s premier 
bird-watching webpage and social media accounts, has seen a big jump in 
activity and membership requests, said president Kent Jensen. 

“I would say activity on our Facebook page has increased several hundred 
percent since the pandemic began,” Jensen said. “I’m probably getting two 
or three membership requests a day.”

Similarly, the Sioux Empire Paddlers, one of the state’s largest canoeing 
and kayaking organizations, grew to 280 members, a record number. The 
lakes around Sioux Falls often were crowded with people paddling canoes 
and kayaks, said Sioux Empire Paddlers member Jessica Taylor. 

“I definitely noticed a large increase in the number of people not only 
paddling with us but also just out at the lakes fishing or swimming. I took 
up whitewater kayaking this year and did a lot of skills practice out at Lake 
Alvin,” Taylor said. ”My boyfriend and I were there nearly every weekday 
evening in April, May and June. Sometimes parking was limited because 
there were so many people.” 

Meanwhile, classes on everything from archery to plant identification have 
been filling up quickly when staff at the Game, Fish & Parks Department 
Outdoor Campus in Sioux Falls post them online, said campus director 
David Parker. 

David Parker (right) is director of the South Dakota Game, Fish & Parks 
Department Outdoor Campus East. Parker took up hunting in 2020 with 
help from his brother-in-law, Ryan Clay (left). Photo: Submitted

“There just seemed to be a large interest in getting outside,” Parker said.

Increased participation in outdoor recreation likely is good news for the South 
Dakota economy. The most recent state estimates the overall economic value 
of outdoor recreation at more than $1.9 billion annually. Outdoor enthusiasts 
are a significant driver of the state’s environmental conservation efforts. For 
example, hunters and anglers fund most state wildlife and habitat conservation 
efforts by buying licenses and paying excise taxes on equipment.

While it isn’t surprising that more people headed outdoors during the 
pandemic, what has been surprising nationally and in South Dakota is a 
sharp rise in the number of people who gave hunting and fishing a try. 

For the first time in several years, hunting and fishing license sales to state 
residents increased in South Dakota. Together, resident hunting and fishing 
license sales rose 6.7%, and roughly one-quarter of 2020 licenses were 
sold to hunters or anglers who had not bought a license since at least 2017. 
New and returning hunters and anglers were a critical part of a $2.6 million 
increase in license sales revenue for the GFP. 

“This year was huge,” said Taniya Bethke, the education and recruitment, 
reactivation and retention coordinator for the Game, Fish and Parks wildlife 
division. She is responsible for the departmental efforts to recruit new hunters. 

Before 2020, there had been a decades-long, nationwide decline in the 
number of licensed hunters and anglers, a population that has historically 
been dominated by white, male Baby Boomers. Younger generations have 
not been recruited into hunting or fishing fast enough to replace aging and 
dying boomers, which created a looming crisis for conservation funding.  

Hunters and anglers provide the vast majority of funding for the state wildlife 
agencies responsible for most wildlife management and conservation work 
in the U.S.

In South Dakota, more than 96% of the GFP Wildlife Division’s $58.5 million 
budget consists of either license sales revenue or federal grants derived 
from excise taxes levied on guns, ammunition and fishing equipment.

State wildlife managers have tried everything from simplifying regulations 
to providing beginner hunting classes to reverse the decline of hunting and 
fishing participation in the U.S., Bethke said. South Dakota has also created 
loaner equipment programs, and staff are working to include more images 
of women and people of color in marketing materials. One of the biggest 
barriers to hunter and angler recruitment has been the stereotypical image 
of a hunter being an older, white male, Bethke said.

Taniya Bethke

“I didn’t hunt for years because I thought I did not belong in that population 
of people. I found nothing in common with the people that hunted until I 
moved here, and I saw people that share value sets, and I saw women and 
young mothers hunting,” Bethke said. “Removing that stereotype barrier 
can be really powerful.”

The COVID-19 pandemic appears to have given hundreds of thousands of 
Americans an excuse or just enough time to give hunting or fishing a try. 
Michigan, for example, saw a 67% increase in the number of first-time buyers 
of hunting licenses. Nevada saw a 50% increase in its hunting license sales. 

In South Dakota, the sale of fishing licenses in 2020 outstripped the state’s 
three-year average of license sales by more than 33,000. In all, South 
Dakotans bought more than 170,000 fishing licenses during 2020; the three-
year average for resident fishing license sales was 137,012. 

Meanwhile, resident small-game hunting license sales beat the three-year 
average by more than 4,700 for a total of 87,319 licenses sold in 2020. 
The three-year average for resident small-game hunting license sales was 
82,597. The number of deer hunting licenses South Dakota issues is preset 
based on deer populations and does not fluctuate due to hunter demand. 

Lacy Elrod was one of the thousands of new and returning hunters in South 
Dakota in 2020. She spent several unusually warm November afternoons 
in the Black Hills National Forest hunting for a white-tailed deer to feed her 
family. 

“I’m very passionate about conservation, so this is a really great way for me 
to participate in conservation as well as to help manage populations,” said 
Elrod, director of the GFP Outdoor Campus West in Rapid City. 

Lacy Elrod returned to hunting after a long absence to take advantage of the 
social-distancing provided by outdoor activities during the pandemic. Photo: 
Submitted

Elrod had hunted deer a few times with her father while growing up but 
quit hunting in high school. She returned to hunting in 2020 thanks, in part, 
to a GFP program called Hunting 101. The program helps novice hunters 
learn basics such as finding places to hunt, hunting regulations and species 
identification as well as safety. New hunters also are paired up with a mentor 
to help get them through their first hunt. 

Eventually, Elrod was able to kill a whitetail doe. 

“Learning how to field-dress my deer for the first time was a great experience 
from the get-go. Then getting it back to where we could butcher it gave me a 
sense of pride that I had provided for my family,” Elrod said.

Outdoor recreation in S.D. sees big boost during pandemic - By: Nick Lowrey
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There aren’t enough young hunters to replace those who are aging out of the 
sport. But why? The answers might not be what you think.
We’ve lost more than 18 million hunters since 1982. There was a decline 
of 2.2 million active hunters from 2011 to 2016 alone. We’ve talked about 
all the reasons before. There’s less available hunting land, an aging hunting 
population, and a shift from rural to urban living.
That five-year loss of 2-million-plus hunters is the most concerning. It means 
that we aren’t coming close to recruiting enough new and young hunters to 
replace the hunters who are either aging out or giving up the sport.
While there are programs that do a great job of providing youth hunts and 
seasons, are the young hunters involved sticking with it? Unfortunately, 
according to many parents, they aren’t. Why not? Here are seven reasons 
why.
1. Nowhere to Go -  The days of knocking on doors and getting permission 
to hunt may not be dead, but they are on a definite downhill slide. Increasing 
population, corporate farming replacing family farms, and increased leasing 
and outfitting in popular hunting areas have all made it harder to find a place 
to hunt today than it was 30 years ago.
Jeff Valentine is an active-duty soldier in the Army National Guard. His sons 
Trevor and Tabor love to hunt both deer and turkeys. But loss of land is 
making it tougher for Valentine to get them afield. “I’ve had several farms over 
the years to hunt. Some have been sold, some leased, and others have had 
enough bad experiences with trespassers that I don’t feel comfortable taking 
the boys there,” he says.
Being in the military also has its challenges, like having drill on opening 
weekend or being deployed for the season. “Most places I have permission to 
hunt now are not very good and they are over an hour drive away,” he says. 
“The boys still enjoy going, but I’m afraid they are losing interest because of 
the lack of opportunities.”
2. Divorce - Recent statistics show that almost 50 percent of marriages in 
the United States will end in divorce or separation. That means many hunting 
parents don’t get to spend as much time with their kids as they would like.
Tim Smoke is one of those parents. Like Valentine, Smoke was career military 
before retiring to take a job in the private sector. His son, Gavin, enjoys 
hunting with him, but lives most of the year in another state with his mom. “It’s 
definitely tough,” Smoke says. “My ex-wife isn’t a hunter and Gavin doesn’t 
get a lot of exposure to the sport unless he is with me.
“It really takes a team effort on both our parts to work to get him here during 
season. We have to work around school breaks and family holidays. That 
means we don’t often get to hunt during the best parts of the season.”
He tries to keep Gavin excited and interested by sharing trail camera photos 
of new bucks, talking about new stand locations, and letting him be involved 
with off-season work like putting in food plots and hanging stands.
“One thing I try not to do is pressure him to spend all of our time together in the 
deer stand,” Smoke says. “I don’t want him to feel like we have to be hunting 
to be able to spend time together.”
3. Busy Schedules - Other than sports, Future Farmers of America (FFA) 
or band, there wasn’t a lot to do after school in my small hometown. What 
sports we had were school-oriented with relatively short seasons. Today it’s 
different. After-school activities abound, from year-long traveling sports teams 
to programs like art, music, dance, computer programs and part-time jobs. It 
isn’t unusual for today’s young people to have something scheduled seven 
days a week, leaving precious little time for hunting.
Keith Meador is an avid bowhunter. Not only does he fill his own freezer each 
year, but he always takes a few extra antlerless deer to help hungry families in 
his area. Among our group of hunting friends, we laughingly say that Meador 
kills more deer every year than EHD.
He has passed his love of hunting down to his son, Joe. Joe is a soon-to-
be senior in high school, and is rapidly climbing the ranks as a top college 
basketball prospect in the state. Meador estimates that, between high school 
ball and AAU travel teams, and the practice that goes into both, Joe might have 
a total of five free weekends between the months of August and February. 
That doesn’t leave much time for the woods.
“Joe’s schedule doesn’t allow for much time, if any, afield. I manage to get him 

out two or three times during deer season. I can only hope there is enough 
desire in him to continue to hunt as he moves on from high school to college 
and then adulthood,” he says.
Don’t Miss: 4 Tips for Youth Bowhunters
4. The Woods don’t have WiFi - I grew up in the age of Atari and three 
channels on TV. Our entertainment was outdoors. With access to hundreds 
and hundreds of acres of hardwoods and river bottoms, my brother and I 
would often stay out till dark hunting whatever was in season.
Today is different. Many kids are seemingly tethered to electronic media of 
one sort or another. My oldest son Hunter is one of them. He will be attending 
college for the first time in the upcoming fall semester where he will study 
information management and design in hopes of landing a job in the video 
game industry.
He’s grown up hunting, but readily admits that he doesn’t enjoy being out 
of service while he hunts. “I have several projects that are always going 
on, conversations with friends all over the world, multi-player games I’m 
participating in; it’s just hard to be away from it for several days while at deer 
camp,” he says. “I still enjoy hunting, but I just don’t like being away from 
Wi-Fi for days on end.”
5. Negative Peer Pressure - Social media has given these small groups of 
anti-hunters a big voice. You might remember Texas cheerleader Kendall 
Jones, whose photos of her legally taken big game animals sparked 
coordinated online attacks and death threats. You can read more about her 
battle with anti-hunters here.
That same pressure happens on a smaller scale in high schools and on 
social media pages throughout the country. Rural areas are generally more 
accepting of hunting than urban ones, but young hunters can face a severe 
social backlash over hunting regardless of where they go to school. 
6. Families Don’t Hunt - According to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 
less than 4% of the population hunted as of 2016. That means the majority of 
the kids growing up in this country aren’t exposed to hunting at all.
Since the traditional first exposure to hunting for most of us was through 
family members, we have to find other ways to introduce kids from non-
hunting families to the sport. Even more importantly, we have to find ways to 
keep them interested and going after that first hunt.
Jason Wells is a Conservation Officer for the Kentucky Department of Fish 
and Wildlife Resources. He is part of a team that puts on yearly deer and 
turkey hunts designed for kids who have never hunted. Many of them come 
from non-hunting families.
“We see a lot of interest with several kids, but getting them to go, or even 
apply is a challenge because it is not in their lifestyle,” he says. “They may be 
a little shy or reserved to accept a new challenge with no support.”
Once the kids experience the hunt, many are hooked. “They respond well 
not only to the hunt, but also to the training,” he says. Unfortunately, without 
continued involvement by either the parent or the groups putting on the 
hunts, many of the kids don’t get the opportunity to continue hunting. “I have 
seen many kids who continue to hunt afterwards. Sadly, there are also those 
that want to go, but they just don’t get the opportunities,” he says. “Hopefully 
we have given them the knowledge and experience to come back to hunting 
later in life.”
7. Antler Envy - I enjoy chasing mature bucks. But they aren’t the only 
reason I hunt. Shoot, antlers probably don’t even make my top five reasons 
for hunting. There is nothing wrong with experienced hunters holding out for 
a giant buck, but making a kid pass deer because their antlers don’t reach 
some magical number is a sure recipe for early burnout.
But it isn’t even always the adult hunters who are imposing the restrictions. 
Big antlers sell, and outdoor television knows that. A surprising number of 
kids want to hold out for a deer like they see on TV — and they might wait a 
lifetime for that chance.
Antler envy abounds on social media, too. Any proud young hunter — or 
parent of a young hunter —who posts a picture of a young buck on Facebook 
and sees a comment like, “Would’ve been a good one next year” is going 
to question whether they should’ve shot at all. Let new hunters shoot what 
makes them happy. Be happy and excited with them. There will be plenty of 
time to chase tape measures down the road.

7 Reasons Why Kids Aren’t Deer Hunting - BY MICHAEL PENDLEY SEPTEMBER 4, 2019
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Sportsmen/women- Want to help fund SDWF and the Youth Conservation Camp plus reduce your taxes this year?  Donate stocks and land to the SDWF. You not only won’t have to pay 
taxes on those assets, you will pay less tax because of your generosity!

Dick Brown rigs up an ice-fishing rod on Sylvan Lake while his grandson, 
Lincoln, focuses on the task at hand. 

We were scheduled to meet at the parking area on Sylvan Lake at 10 a.m. 
I got there 10 minutes early. But Dick Brown and his grandson, Lincoln, got 
there even sooner.

When I pulled up, they were already out on the ice, with holes dug and a 
couple of hooks in the water.

These guys don’t mess around when there are fish to catch.

“We thought we’d get started a little early,” Dick said as he strolled over 
carefully on the ice to give me a COVID-conscious elbow bump.

Lincoln offered a cheerful “hello” from his chair next to an ice hole. But he 
wasn’t inclined to chat just then. The 8th-grader was focused on the bright 
screen of an electronic depth finder, which also shows bottom contour and 
little flashes of active fish.

It didn’t take long before a rainbow trout attacked Lincoln’s tiny tear-drop jig 
and the enticing wax worm it held.

The rod bent. The boy smiled. The reel turned. The fish flopped on the 
ice.

It was just a few minutes past 10. And all was right with the world.

“Should we keep it?” Lincoln asked as he held the squirming trout.

“We’ve got plenty of fish,” Dick said. “Maybe we’ll keep one or two today. 
Or maybe not. Let’s put that one back for someone else.”

It’s not about piling up fillets in the freezer, after all. So what is it about? 
The question prompted 76-year-old Dick Brown to pause, scratch his 
gray beard and turn philosophical.

“There’s a spirituality about it, a cultural element, a social element, a 
bonding element,” he said. “And especially when you’re out with family, 
with kids and grandkids, you’re teaching values, including the idea that 
the world is bigger than yourself. It’s why some people go to mass. It’s 
why some people go ice fishing.”

Looking around at the outdoor cathedral of Sylvan Lake, where the 
sanctuary was made of granite and hymns were being sung by chickadees 
and juncos in the nearby pines, it seemed like a pretty good place to pray.

“There’s a calmness that comes to you when you’re outdoors like this,” 
Dick said. “Even if it’s windy, blustery, the calm still comes. There’s a 
connectedness in nature, a beauty and meaning that’s calming.”

It can help lead a person through hard times, that beauty and meaning 
and calm. And with the help of the outdoors, and fishing partners like 
Lincoln, Dick is learning to live his life without his wife, Sue, who died of 
metastatic breast cancer last spring.

They were together more than half a century, rearing three children 
and doting over seven grandchildren. They also worked together 
professionally, especially in their later years as a team raising money 
for worthy outdoor projects through the South Dakota Parks and Wildlife 
Foundation. Accomplishments included funding for the Outdoor Campus 
West in Rapid City, improvements to the Mickelson Trail, Custer State 
Park education interpretation facilities and the new Blood Run State Park 
near Sioux Falls.

For the last stage of their life together, Dick and Sue lived in a rural home 
on Rocky Road near Custer, a place that Sue considered to be heaven 
on earth. Just over the hill live their son, Matt, his wife, Joy, and their 
three children Nancy, Ryken and Lincoln Ellsworth.

I mentioned Lincoln’s middle name, because it honors his grandfather, 
Ellsworth Brown. Dick’s dad, Ellsworth, was a noted commercial feed 
salesman from Dell Rapids who had a larger profile as a conservationist 
and president of the South Dakota Wildlife Federation.

Lincoln Brown shows off one of the rainbows he caught through the ice at 
Sylvan Lake. Dick was about 2 years old when his dad started taking him 
along on hunting, fishing and trapping trips. Dick did the same with his kids. 
And then with his grandkids.

“I like it,” Lincoln said, when asked what fishing with his grandpa was like. 
“It’s really fun to fish with somebody you know so well and has taught you all 
about fishing.”

Along with that instruction in fishing, Dick Brown is also teaching his 
grandchildren about moving on after a profound loss. They’re a big part of 
the process, in church-like therapy sessions centered in the outdoors.

“You get out here, especially with family, and that calmness comes to you,” 
Dick said. “You can think things through. And that brings you back to the best 
parts of your life, and gets you through some difficult times.”

Often with the help of a grandson’s smile, the crank of a reel and another fish 
flopping on the ice.

Dick Brown

WOSTER: Ice fishing with family part of outdoor therapy that helps in healing after loss 
Kevin Woster - Rapid City Journal    SPORTS   B2  Thursday, January  14, 2021 

SD Wildlife Federation Donors
At the 2003 Winter Board Meeting, the SDWF Board created the SDWF Wildlife Legacy Council. The Council 
was created to allow recognition of the people who support SDWF above and beyond their membership and raffle 
donations.
Thank you to the following donors for their contributions to the SDWF. Please consider becoming a member of 
the Wildlife Legacy Council. SDWF is a 501(c3) non-profit, all donations are tax deductible. These tax-deductible 
contributions will speak volumes for the future of the SDWF’s Wildlife Legacy Council! Please consider your 
donation today. Donations can be sent to SDWF, PO Box 7075, Pierre, SD 57501.
The Legacy Council consists of five different donation levels. These donation levels were revised October 2011 to: 
Level V Eagle $1,000 & above; Level IV Buffalo $501 - $999; Level III Elk $301 - $500; Level II Deer $201 - $300; 
and Level I Pheasant $100 - $200.

FEBRUARY 2020
Level V Eagle
BEADLE CO SPORTSMAN CLUB - SD 
BLACK HILLS SPORTSMAN’S Club - SD 
Nat’l Wild Turkey Fed SD Chapters - SD 
Level V Buffalo
CHUCK & GINGER SCALET - KS 
Level IV Buffalo
BROOKINGS WILDLIFE FED - SD 
LEVEL III ELK
PHEASANTS FOREVER  - Yankton  - SD 
JEFF OLSON - SD
LEVEL I PHEASANT 
ROBERT RITER, JR. - SD  
DAVE GILBERT - SD  
RICH ANDRESEN - SD 
PAUL SCHROEDER - WI 
KEVIN FUERST - SD
  
MARCH 2020
LEVEL III ELK
NICKLAS LIPP - SD
LEVEL I PHEASANT
JOSEPH HARRISON - SD  
TIM BJORK - SD

MAY 2020
Level V Eagle
HIGH PLAINS WILDLIFE ASSN - SD
LEVEL II DEER
DONALD LEPP - SD 
STEVE BERBERICH - SD
LEVEL I PHEASANT 
ARLO LEVISEN - SD
LEVEL I PHEASANT 
GENE DARBY - WV 
ERIC JOHNSON - MN 
JIM MARTIN - SD 
LEIGH MCMASTERS - SD 
ANDREW O’CONNELL- MN
TODD ROSE - SD 
DAVID O. NORDBY - NY 
JOHN SIMPSON - SD 
LARRY METTE - SD 
MATT SWENSON - SD 
CRAIG CONNELL - SD
JACK YONKOVICH - SD 
KEVIN RANDALL - SD

JULY 2020
LEVEL IV BUFFALO
MARLIN R STAMMER - CA 
DENNY WILDMAN - OH 
JEFFRY SCHERSCHLIGHT - SD
JAY KLUSMANN - SD 
LEVEL I PHEASANT
HENRY KLUTTZ - NC
JOHN POPOWSKI - SD 
CRAIG STADTFELD - SD 
ROBERT SCHMITT - SD 
TIMOTHY RAINEY - MN 
JOHN STRANDELL - MN 
JOE OLSEN - SD 
HOY SPEER - AR 
HT TEBAY - WV 
STAN WAH - SD 
DUANE PETERS - SD 
DON BARTHOLOMEW - AZ 
RYAN LEIMKUHL - SD

SEPTEMBER 2020
LEVEL III ELK
Darlene WILLIAMS - SD 
LEVEL I PHEASANT
RONALD LINDNER - SD 
JIM GILBERT - CA
JIM DAHLBERG - SD
DALE LIAN - ND
KENT MUNDON - SD
JOHN HENDRICKSON - MN
STEPHEN J WHEELER - SD
CHRIS REYNOLDS - TX

NOVEMBER 2020
LEVEL V EAGLE
RYAN TUPPER - SD
ARNOLD SATTLER - SD 
LEVEL II DEER
JOHN COOPER - SD 
TERRY SAMPSON - SD
RON PESEK - SD  
LEVEL I PHEASANT
BILL MEYERS - SD
WILLIAM MUDD - KY
LAWRENCE KRODINGER - MO 
TOM BATCHELLER - SD
ALLEN B. BROWN - SD
CHUCK - KEELER - MN
RANDY - BURY - SD

DECEMBER 2020
JOHN SCHWAN - SD
LARRY O’REILLY - MO
GAIL DIELEMAN - MN
MARY & JERRY HAY - WI
JAMES VAGNEUR - ND
BARRY ERICKSON - SD
ROGER HEEDUM - NE
LARRY MILLER - SD
F HERBERT WISWALL - SD
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10 Reasons to Take Up Hunting
By John Bradley John Bradley is the Executive Director of the 
North Dakota Wildlife Federation. In his free time, he can be 
found with shotgun in hand following his yellow lab, Ida.  

From an early age, my family could tell I would be a hunter. 
When I learned to read, I poured over my grandpa’s old Fur 
Fish and Game magazines. When I was able to tag along with 
my dad and relatives, I was hooked for life. Your spouse, a 
friend, family member or even the neighborhood kid may not 
have the instinctive, internal drive to jump into hunting like I did. 
They may want to dip a toe in the water to test the experience, 
yet not quite sure of a good reason to launch. Give them a 
reason. Hopefully, that internal drive to hunt that so many of 
us have will kick in once the pursuit begins, but make the case 
for them to join the ranks with these top 10 reasons.

1. Appreciate Nature, Support Wildlife

If not for hunters and their commitment to financially supporting 
wildlife through the Pittman-Robertson Act, a self-imposed 
excise tax on the sale of sporting goods, America’s wildlife 
backdrop would look drastically different. As a hunter you help fund this 
continued comeback and personally help manage flourishing species. In 
the process you acquire a front seat to appreciate nature that benefits from 
your support. Although certain management schemes may be focused on 
targeted species, all species - game and non-game, great and small - 
profit from habitat restoration and wildlife projects. 

2. Better Understand Animal Behavior

You may not have had the opportunity to take wildlife biology classes in 
high school or college, but you can learn a lot about wildlife while hunting. 
To be a successful hunter you need to fully understand animal behavior. 
Many videos found online can get you started on what you need to know 
for a successful hunt. Nevertheless, you will be in school on every outing 
seeing firsthand how nature works. Watching a whitetail buck make a 
scrape or seeing a flock of mallards cup into a pond is not only captivating 
but gives you an insight on how to successfully take a particular species.

3. Healthy Meals

You need protein in your diet, so why not skip the deli meat in the grocery 
store and consider wild game? Maybe you are concerned with the use 
of antibiotics and hormones found in some farmed animals. Wild game 
provides an organic, lean, renewable and tasty alternative to protein 
raised in a mass production setting. Whether you target waterfowl, upland 
game, or deer, you can be assured of a meal that has lived a free-range 
life. Depending on the wild game, it can contain 50 percent less fat and 
nearly 10 percent fewer calories than beef. There is nothing wrong with 
the occasional hot dog or hamburger, but for most of your meals, wild 
game offers too many healthy attributes to ignore.

4. Hone Survival Skills

The COVID-19 pandemic was an eye-opener in many respects. One 
important lesson learned should be your personal survival—it is up to you, 
after all. You likely noticed the toilet paper shortage, but how about the 
empty shelves of non-perishable food? Hunting provides you a means 
to supplement those shortages, and along the way you may also hone 
camping skills and clean water acquisition. Food, water and shelter are 
your three essential needs and all three are basic components during 
hunting pursuits. Fill your freezer with healthy wild game and practice your 
survival skills and be prepared for anything.

5. Physical Activity

It only takes a quick stroll through your local Wal-Mart to 
realize a lot of the population is out of shape. According 
to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, nearly 
40 percent of adults are obese. Hunting can be an answer 
to combine protein procurement and physical activity into 
a single endeavor. Preseason scouting, placing hunting 
stands, building blinds and hiking to remote hunting parcels 
all add up to calories burnt and muscles toned. Fuse that 
with a lean meal of wild game and you are on the way to a 
better you.

6. Perfect Shooting Skills

Interested in honing your aim with a gun or trying your 
hand at archery? A hunting focus forces you to perfect your 
shooting skills. Your goal is to humanely kill your targeted 
species with precision. That requires a lot of practice with 
your weapon of choice. Time at the range and shooting in 
real-world conditions can help you achieve this goal.  That 

new level of focus can be applied to a ton of everyday activities as well.  

7. Help the Climate

You may fall into a group where climate change is important to you and 
your lifestyle. Whether you embrace the fact that modern agricultural 
processes are contributing to a changing climate, hunting can help you 
sleep better at night. By attaining your protein from wild species during 
a hunt you are relying less on others and reducing your carbon footprint.

8. Save Money

Don’t kid yourself, hunting is expensive. Despite this statement, your 
initial test doesn’t need to break the bank. You may be able to acquire 
cheap hunting gear on Craigslist, repurposing your hiking clothes, or 
from an uncle eager to see you succeed. You don’t need to kickstart your 
hunting career with full Sitka gear or an Alaskan guided hunt (if you can, 
more power to you). Backyard species like whitetail deer, Canada geese 
and cottontails can be found in nearly every ZIP code.

9. Pandemic Escape

Hunting is a notable escape from the infected world. Hunting separates us 
from the crowds, exposes us to volumes of fresh air and clears our mind 
of the world’s issues as we focus on the goal at hand. If this pandemic 
has you stir-crazy, give hunting a try to evade the madness.

10. Recreation

Hunting is entertaining recreation. You may play golf or be signed up for 
beer league softball in the summer. Both activities provide opportunity 
for laughs and camaraderie; hunting includes that aspect and more. You 
are immersing yourself in the real world, not an online game of fantasy. 
You have an actual quarry with a worthy goal of feeding yourself and your 
household. Variable weather conditions, wary prey, and the landscape 
challenge you during the season. Still, with skill and luck, you could create 
a hunting memory and a nutritious meal through a true adventure. 

Share these 10 reasons to hunt with anyone showing an interest and you 
may bring a new hunter into the fold.

John Bradley is the Executive Director of the North Dakota Wildlife 
Federation and a Dakota Edge Outdoors Contributing Writer. 



2021 South Dakota Wildlife Federation’s
21 Gun Giveaway

$25 each

 1. Browning X-bolt 
       with Leopold 3-12x scope….stnd. cal.
 2. Winchester XPR  6.5 Creedmore
 3. Taurus Judge revolver.45/410
 4. Glock 17 9mm 
 5. Ruger American rifle .270
 6. Ruger LCP 9mm
 7. S&W bodyguard .380
 8. Savage Axis .308
  9. Remington Super Mag12 ga.
  10. Bennelli Nova20 ga.
  11. Remington 597 Scoped .22 combo.22
  12. DPMS Ar-15 style .223 cal.
  13. Remington 870 Express 12 ga.
  14. Ruger 77R 25.06
  15. Savage 9317-DXP 17 cal
  16. Bennelli Nova 20 ga.
 17. Remington Exp. Super Mag.12 ga.
 18. DPMS Ar-15 style .223 cal.
 19. Savage 9317-DXP17 cal
 20. Remington BDL.22-250
 21. Remington 597 Scoped .22 combo.22
♦   One gun will be awarded for each
 100 tickets sold.
♦   21 guns will be awarded if 2,100 or more
 tickets are sold.
♦   SDWF reserves the right to offer a cash
 settlement or substitute a gun of equal or
 greater value.

*Drawing to be held at
Spring Board Meeting, May 2021.

Void where prohibited by law. Your presence 
or contribution not necessary to win.

SDWF
PO Box 7075, Pierre, SD 57501
(605) 224-7524 • www.sdwf.org
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2021 SDWF Custer Park Buffalo Shoot

___________________________________________
Name
___________________________________________
Address
___________________________________________

___________________________________________
Phone

2021 SDWF Custer Park Buffalo Shoot

___________________________________________
Name
___________________________________________
Address
___________________________________________

___________________________________________
Phone

2021 SDWF Custer Park Buffalo Shoot

___________________________________________
Name
___________________________________________
Address
___________________________________________

___________________________________________
Phone

2021 SDWF Custer Park Buffalo Shoot

___________________________________________
Name
___________________________________________
Address
___________________________________________

___________________________________________
Phone

2021 SDWF Custer Park Buffalo Shoot

___________________________________________
Name
___________________________________________
Address
___________________________________________

___________________________________________
Phone

2021 SDWF 21 Gun Giveaway Ticket
_______________________________________________________________________
Name
_______________________________________________________________________
Address
_______________________________________________________________________
City State Zip
_______________________________________________________________________
Phone

Please Write Legibly

2021 SDWF 21 Gun Giveaway Ticket

_______________________________________________________________________
Name
_______________________________________________________________________
Address
_______________________________________________________________________
City State Zip
_______________________________________________________________________
Phone

2021 SDWF 21 Gun Giveaway Ticket

_______________________________________________________________________
Name
_______________________________________________________________________
Address
_______________________________________________________________________
City State Zip
_______________________________________________________________________
Phone

1 Year Membership @ $30  Total $ ______
1 Buffalo Shoot Ticket @ $15  Total $ ______
3 Buffalo Shoot Tickets @ $35  Total $ ______
21 Gun Giveaway Ticket @ $25 ea.  Total $ ______
6 Buffalo Shoot Tickets and Membership @ $60  Total $ ______
6 Buffalo Shoot Tickets and 3 – 21 Gun Tickets @ $125  Total $ ______
6 Buffalo Shoot Tickets, 3 – 21 Gun Tickets 
                                 and Membership @ $140 Total $ ______
 Total $ ______

2021 South Dakota Wildlife Federation’s
Custer State Park Buffalo Shoot

$15 each or 3 for $35

♦ Drawing to be held at Annual 
Convention, August 2021. Winner will 
receive $3,300 cash and will need to 
apply to  Custer State Park to enter the 
non-trophy buffalo lottery, or they may 
spend the money as they wish. If they 
draw a license, the cash prize should 
cover the cost of the license and included 
guided rifle or bow hunt in Custer State 
Park for the year in which they apply.
 Void where prohibited by law. Your presence or 
contribution not necessary to win. 

SDWF
PO Box 7075, Pierre, SD 57501
(605) 224-7524 • www.sdwf.org

It’s no wonder kids go WILD  
for Ranger Rick. 
Every title is packed with amazing facts,  
awesome animal photos, silly riddles, fun  
crafts, outdoor adventures and discoveries that  
help kids sharpen reading skills and develop an  
appreciation for the natural world. You won’t find  
a more FUN way to encourage a life-long love of 
learning. A portion of every subscription sold goes 
to Indiana Wildlife Federation.

Give the gift of animal FUN. 
Give a gift of Ranger Rick.

www.nwf.org/iwfkidsgift

ANIMALHEARTS 

8  GREAT
OCTOPUS FACTS

WOMBATRESCUE

February 2017

National Wildlife Federation®

®

SILLY BEASTS Y VALENTINE RIDDLES Y MYSTERY ANIMAL

PRETTYPOISON

GREAT FOR  
KIDS AGES  

0 - 12!

Ages 0-4

Ages 4-7

Ages 7 & up

www.nwf.org/sdwfkidsgift

GREAT  
FOR KIDS 

AGES  
0 - 12+!

Give the gift of animal FUN.
Give a gift of Ranger Rick.

AGES 0-4

AGES 4-7

AGES 7 & UP

Every title is packed with amazing facts, awesome  
animal photos, silly riddles, fun crafts, outdoor adventures 
and discoveries that help kids sharpen reading skills  
and develop an appreciation for the natural world.  
You won’t find a more FUN way to encourage a life-long  
love of learning. A portion of every subscription sold  
goes to the South Dakota Wildlife Federation.

It’s no wonder kids go  
WILD for Ranger Rick.

June/July 2018 DOUBLE ISSUE

National Wildlife Federation®

HAWAIIAN ADVENTURE  • GAMES, RIDDLES, & MORE

CLAW-SOME  CRAYFISH
EYES ON  EAGLES
WILD 

 ROAD TRIP

Life in the Grasslands

Come on in! The water’s f ne!

®

Chameleons
Cool

l  l  l    FREE Pull-Out Poster l  l  l

How many bats can you  
find in the magazine?

™

October 2017

Ąnimal Fun for Young Children Giant Squids

Recycled  
Pumpkins

Odd Birds

 

Find me   more times  

inside the magazine. 

Look for these things, too!

Point to each object and then page through  

the magazine until your child finds it.

Hi! I’m Cubby. 

5

COVER PHOTO: ANN & STEVE TOON

 
For instructions to access digital editions, go to  

www.nwf.org/digitalsubscription. 

™

April/May 2018

Subscribe & Support the Indiana Wildlife Federation!

YES! Send a lucky child a FULL YEAR for just $19.95:

Send to: (Please print)

Child’s Name  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address  _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City  _______________________________________________________          State  ______           Zip  __________________________

Bill to:       o Payment enclosed (payable to NWF)              o Credit Card (mail in envelope)

Adult’s Name  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address  _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City  _______________________________________________________          State  ______           Zip  __________________________

Adult’s Email Address   ____________________________________________________________________________________________

Credit Card #  _______________________________________________________________            Expire Date ____________________

Order at www.nwf.org/iwfkidsgift or mail form in enclosed envelope.
For each address outside the U.S. add $12 for postage per year. Please add sales tax for orders shipped to CO (2.9%); GA, WY (4%); LA (5%); 
SD (4.5%); MD, VT (6%); and DC (5.75%). National Wildlife Federation PO Box 62281, Tampa, FL 33662-2281

o RANGER RICK        o RANGER RICK JR.        o RANGER RICK CUB

l l l   FREE Pull-Out Poster l l l

What’s
with UP

GIRAFFES?

Can you find three goslings?

™

Ąpril 2017

Ąnimal Fun for Young Children

De

June/July 2017

National Wildlife Federation®

®

AMAZING
RAYS

THE SWEET LIFE OF BEEKEEPING • GAMES, JOKES, & MORE!

COTTON-TOP

MONKEYS

YUMMY

BUG BITES

MUD-LOVING

ANIMALS

NEW!
Ages 0-4

Ages 4-7

Ages 7 & up

RKTAX54RRTB369 RJTB3X4

Email is required for digital subscriptions.
o Add a digital subscription for only $5 more!

Subscribe & Support the South Dakota Wildlife Federation!

Order at www.nwf.org/sdwfkidsgift or mail form in enclosed envelope.
For gifts delivered outside the U.S., add $15 for postage. Add sales tax for orders shipped to CO, DC, GA, LA, MD, SD, VT, and WY.  
National Wildlife Federation PO Box 420305 Palm Coast, FL 32142-0305

YES! Send a lucky child a FULL YEAR for just $19.95:
o	RANGER RICK 
 J8XSD1

o	RANGER RICK JR. 
 J8XSD1

o	RANGER RICK CUB 
 J8XSD1

o	Add a digital subscription for only $5 more!
Email is required for digital subscriptions.

 

Find me   more times  
inside the magazine. 

Look for these things, too!

Point to each object and then page through  
the magazine until your child finds it.

Hi! I’m Cubby. 
5

COVER PHOTO: MICHAEL KRABS / IMAGEBROKER / FLPA

™

December/January 2017

How many lions can you  find in the magazine?

Fly with 

Bald Eagles

2018

GO L D  AWA R D

PARENTS’ CHOICE ®

™

Ąnimal Fun for Young Children

May 2017

DISPLAY UNTIL 5/30/17

ANIMAL YOGA POSES • “BARK RANGER” ADVENTURE  • ENDANGERED SPECIES GAMES

WORLD OF ANTS

FLASHY, SPLASHY FISH

GROW A GARDEN

National Wildlife Federation®

CURIOUSCUBS

®

AGES 0-4

AGES 4-7

AGES 7 & UP

Out of Doors  8  December / January 2020-21


